NATIONAL MUSEUM DIRECTORS’ CONFERENCE

UK MUSEUMS PUBLISH LATEST PROVENANCE RESEARCH FOR THE WORLD WAR II PERIOD

Museums and galleries throughout the UK are publishing a further update on their research into the provenance of works in national and regional collections covering the period 1933-45. The latest findings are being published on the internet today on: www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/spoliation.html.
The museums are asking the public to come forward if they have any information about the provenance of specific works, the whereabouts of which, for all or part of the war period, is uncertain. The research aims to discover if any works have been wrongfully taken.

Members of the public and potential claimants who have any information about the provenance of the works listed, or any other works in national and regional collections, should write to or e-mail the contact named on the website for the relevant institution with details of their enquiry. For any general enquiries about the report, please contact: National Museum Directors’ Conference Office on 020 7416 5202; Fax 020 7415 5485.

Summary of research updates at February 2006

Non-National Museums

	Non-National Organisation
	Lists Updated
	New Lists

	1. Ashmolean Museum


	Updates to Paintings, Sculpture pre-1540, Dutch & Flemish, French and Italian Drawings
	British Paintings

	2. Barber Institute of Fine Arts

	Additions to Art Objects and Decorative Art. Paintings list updated
	None

	3. Courtauld Institute of Art Gallery

	Updates to Paintings list and Drawings (Princes Gate Collection)
	2 new lists: Anthony Blunt Drawings Collection and Other Drawings

	4. Fitzwilliam Museum


	Updates to Drawings and Paintings lists
	2 new lists: European Works of Art, Armour and Weapons and Continental Pottery, Porcelain and Glass

	5. Kingston Upon Hull Museums

	Updates to pre-1840 Old Master Paintings and Sculpture, updates and additions to post-1840 European and British Paintings
	Drawings and Watercolours

	6. Leicester City Museums

	Additions to French Paintings
	4 new lists: Italian, Dutch, Flemish and Belgian Paintings

	7. Manchester City Galleries

	Updates to European Oil Paintings
	British and Foreign Sculpture

	8. Whitworth Art Gallery


	No
	7 new lists: French, Italian, German, Netherlandish, Swiss, non-European and Flemish, Hungarian, Norwegian, Spanish drawings

	9. York Art Gallery
	Addition to Paintings from Other Sources 
	None


National Museums

	National Museum
	Report Updated
	Lists updated
	New Lists

	British Museum
	No
	Updates to Old Master Drawings and Prehistory and Europe, which now incorporates the list of Clocks from the Ida Netter Collection 
	None

	National Museums Liverpool
	No
	Update to Paintings and Drawings
	None


Issue date: 20 February 2006

Notes to Editors:
In June 1998 the National Museum Directors’ Conference established a working group to examine the issues surrounding the spoliation of art during the Holocaust and World War II period. The working group is chaired by Tate’s Director, Sir Nicholas Serota. Discussions by the working group resulted in a Statement of Principles and Proposed Actions for member institutions. The statement was finalised and adopted by the NMDC in November 1998 and presented to the Washington Conference on Holocaust Assets in December 1998. 

In 1999 the UK’s National Museums, Galleries and Libraries including the British Museum, National Gallery, National Portrait Gallery, National Galleries of Scotland, Imperial War Museum, Tate Gallery and Victoria and Albert Museum, began a painstaking process of research to identify any suspect works in their collections. Details of the works which have been identified as having gaps or question marks in their provenance during the period 1933-45 are regularly updated and published on the internet. There have been a number of updates to the research since 1999.  

A similar statement was issued by the Museums & Galleries Commission in April 1999, as guidance for non-national museums and galleries and a group of university and local authority museums subsequently began to consider what provenance research they might undertake.  Research on non-national museum collections has been supported by funding from the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council  www.mla.gov.uk 
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