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In this month's edition:

• NMDC publishes UK Museum COP report and decarbonisation case studies
• Young V&A wins Art Fund Museum of the Year 2024
• Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery announce the next phase of re-opening and launch UK's first
Citizens' Jury
• Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy sets the tone for a new era
• DCMS Ministerial team finalised
• Campaign for the Arts highlights perilous state of arts funding with new report
• Funding infographic shows the challenge of Local Authority funding landscape
• Designated status scheme reopens with refreshed process
• ACE launches digital portal for export licences
• Art Fund publish insight paper into local cultural decision making 
• Creative Education report highlights looming creative economy skills shortage
• DCMS Participation Survey shows increased engagement with museum for 2023/24
• Horniman Museum to return 10 Warumungu objects to Australia
• New Historic England funding to work with youth groups
• Fixing Our Broken Planet funding from Natural History Museum
• Registration now open for ‘Towards a National Collection’ final conference

...and much more.  

Section headings | NMDC news | Members’ news | Government news | Cultural funding | Sector
news | Political influence on European museums | Reports and guides | Tourism
statistics | Repatriation and restitution | Branding and launching your own
museum | Inclusion | Climate adaption | Digital | Funding | Conferences and events | Appointments
and resignations | Catch up | International news | Jobs 

Dragon Detectives at the Royal Pavilion, Brighton & Hove Museums. Credit JJ Waller.

https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/dragon-detectives-needed-to-solve-a-royal-pavilion-mystery/
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NMDC news

NMDC publishes UK Museum COP report and decarbonisation case studies
NMDC has today published a report of the UK Museum COP event held at Tate Modern in October
2023. The aim of COP was to secure consensus across museums on urgent action to decarbonise
the sector and mitigate the impacts of the climate and biodiversity crises. Following the event UK
museum leaders issued their first ever joint commitment to collective action.

The COP report includes the presentations and panel discussions on the day, as well as results from
live voting by attendees in response to questions on critical issues and proposals for collective
action. NMDC’s new Climate Lead Maggie Appleton, CEO of the RAF Museum, said: ‘The UK
Museum COP event was a real breakthrough in collective commitment to urgent action across the
museum sector...We will continue working hard to deliver the commitments and proposals made at
COP, as well as advocating to government and funders on how they can best support the museum
sector in achieving its incredible potential to make a major contribution to national ambitions around
the climate and biodiversity crises’.

Alongside the COP report are the findings of a series of decarbonisation case studies by Buro
Happold and Flint+Partners, looking at the actions and costs required to make museum buildings
more efficient and reduce carbon emissions. Each case study considers three categories: quick
wins, maintenance, and capital projects, and within these demonstrates a range of measures for
potential carbon savings.

NMDC has also published an accompanying briefing on how museums support UK national
ambitions on climate, outlining the opportunities for government to work with and support museums
on this vital agenda. Also now available on the NMDC website is the refreshed 'Bizot Green
Protocol' endorsed at the COP event and by NMDC, which promotes environmentally sustainable
practice across all areas of museum activity and the adoption of a 'greener practice first mindset'.

Read full details on the NMDC website: UK Museum COP report, Decarbonisation case studies,
NMDC briefing, Bizot Green Protocol

Members’ news

Young V&A wins Art Fund Museum of the Year 2024
2024’s Art Fund Museum of the Year saw a strong shortlist of exciting, innovative museums
including: Craven Museum, Skipton, Dundee Contemporary Arts, Manchester Museum and National
Portrait Gallery, London, who were hoping to win the coveted £120,000 prize. Young V&A, originally
named the V&A Museum of Childhood, opened just over a year ago after a £13m capital project that
was co-designed with children and young people. Situated in Bethnal Green the museum received
positive feedback from the judges for their ambitions child-centred approach to creating a unique
museum experience and thoughtful consideration of visitor needs which includes a Changing Places
Toilet. The runners up were awarded £15,000 for making the shortlist, whilst the Young V&A
committed to investing the £120,000 prize in an early years community programme. Art Fund, BBC,
Museums Association, Guardian, Independent

National Gallery announces £5m grant from The Julia Rausing Trust
The National Gallery has met its bicentenary fundraising target of £95m with a £5m grant from the
newly established Julia Rausing Trust. The Trust was established by Julia’s husband Hans Rausing,
following her death in April 2024 and will grant funds to organisations and causes which were
important and meaningful to Julia Rausing. Director of the National Gallery, Gabriele Finaldi said:
“This latest grant to honour Julia's memory enables us to look to the future, to a Gallery that serves
its visiting public better and supports artistic creativity and research into the paintings in the
collection. She wanted us to be our best and helped us to do that. We owe her a great deal.”
National Gallery, Julia Rausing Trust 

https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/what-we-do/climate-crisis/uk-museum-cop/
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/what-we-do/climate-crisis/uk-museum-cop-report/
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/what-we-do/climate-crisis/uk-museum-cop-report/museum-decarbonisation-case-studies/
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/what-we-do/climate-crisis/uk-museum-cop-report/how-museums-support-uk-national-ambitions-climate/
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/what-we-do/climate-crisis/bizot-green-protocol/
https://www.artfund.org/our-purpose/news/art-fund-museum-of-the-year-2024-announced
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c06k36xrvmko
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/young-va-wins-art-fund-museum-of-the-year-2024/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/article/2024/jul/10/young-va-wins-museum-of-the-year-award
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/art/news/young-v-a-museum-prize-winnning-b2577378.html
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/about-us/press-and-media/press-releases/national-gallery-s-bicentenary-fundraising-campaign-closes-with-5m-grant-from-the-julia-rausing-trust
https://www.juliarausingtrust.org/5-million-grant-to-national-gallery-closes-out-their-ng200-campaign/
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Birmingham Museum & Art Gallery announce the next phase of re-opening
and launch UK's first Citizens' Jury
Following essential maintenance works several gallery spaces will open to the public on Thursday 24
October 2024. The Round Room Gallery, Industrial Gallery, Bridge Gallery and Edwardian Tea
Rooms will reopen in time for October half-term. The Industrial Gallery will open with a new ‘Made in
Birmingham’ display and the ‘Victorian Radicals’ exhibition in the Gas Hall has been extended to
Christmas 2024. Birmingham Museums Trust also launched the first UK Citizens' Jury in a museum
setting. The initiative aims to reshape the future of Birmingham's museums by directly involving local
residents in the decision making process. 30 participants from across the city will be selected
through a two-stage lottery process. The Jury will meet over six sessions in October and November
2024. Participants will receive £360 in vouchers as compensation for their time. BMAG (reopening),
BMAG (Citizens' Jury) BBC

Archives Revealed partnership awarded £5m
The National Archives, Pilgrim Trust and Wolfson Foundation announced that the National Lottery
Heritage Fund has awarded £5 million to the Archives Revealed funding programme. It will increase
the value of the programme to £6 million over three years allowing more archives to benefit. Archives
Revealed is the only national funding programme dedicated to unlocking archive collections.
Archives Revealed will give around 160 grants over the next three years, continuing the offer of
cataloguing grants of up to £50,000 and scoping grants of up to £3,000. In addition the programme
will offer larger Consortium Grants of up to £150,000 for projects spanning multiple archives and
collections that have the potential to create wider regional or thematic impact. Details on each
programme’s time frame will be published in August with a Webinar on 2 September with more
details. National Archives, webinar, Heritage Fund

‘Fern’ is unveiled as the new star of the NHM’s reimagined gardens
The new gardens, which opened on 18 July, cover five acres of green space that wrap around the
Natural History Museum and feature the Evolution Garden with an evolution timeline and the Nature
Discovery Garden for visitors and scientists. The museum also unveiled a new bronze Diplodocus
statue named Fern, supported by the Kusama Trust. The garden development has been part of the
Urban Nature Project which has been supported by a wide range of trusts, foundations, companies
and individuals, and has been working in partnership with organisations across the UK to help
communities connect with nature in their towns and cities. Dr Doug Gurr, Director of the Natural
History Museum, said: “We are incredibly excited for visitors to get lost in nature and the story of our
planet, stretching back 2.7 billion years, as they explore our completely transformed gardens this
summer. Beneath the graceful gaze of our newest dinosaur Fern, two immersive outdoor galleries
are already teeming with wildlife. It’s the perfect place for all to connect with and learn about the
nature on our doorsteps.” NHM, Independent, Euronews Culture (YouTube), Museums Association,
Observer (review), Guardian (architecture)

V&A purchase rare 12th century ivory statue following export licence bar
The medieval sculpture titled ‘Deposition from the cross’, dates from 1190-1200 and was bought for
just over £2 million. The walrus ivory carving was cited as one of the finest and most important
examples of English Romanesque ivory carving to survive today. The acquisition was supported with
a £700,000 grant from the National Heritage Memorial Fund and a grant of £350,000 from Art Fund
alongside a national public appeal. The sculpture will be on public display in the V&A’s Medieval and
Renaissance galleries later this year. V&A (press release), Art Newspaper (£), Guardian, M+H
Advisor

National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) secures development funding for
historic boathouse
The National Lottery Heritage Fund have awarded Round 1 Development Funding for a total of
£4.9m to progress NMRN’s ‘Reimagination of Boathouse 6’ project at Portsmouth Historic Dockyard.
Transforming the 1840s Grade II* building will provide a home for the new Royal Marines Museum.
The NMRN has now secured pledges and funds totalling over £6m. Boathouse 6 will also house a
dedicated Special Exhibition Gallery which will be run in partnership with the Mary Rose Trust.
NMRN, M+H Advisor

Also: Science Museum end partnership with gas company Equinor, Science Museum (blog post), 
M+H Advisor, Art Newspaper (£), Museums Association Also: Beamish Museum opens city centre

https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/stories/bmag-announces-reopening-2024
https://www.birminghammuseums.org.uk/stories/bmt-launches-uks-first-citizens-jury-in-a-museum
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cv2gx690v5go
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/news/major-national-lottery-investment-to-unlock-uks-archives/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/archives-revealed-programme-opening-webinar-tickets-935727254407
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/partnership-unlocking-uks-archives-awarded-ps5million
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/ferntastic--natural-history-museum-reveals-latest-dinosaur-resid.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/news/natural-history-museum-south-kensington-london-visitors-anthropocene-b2580623.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-waVUvt1z8
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/fern-welcomes-first-visitors-to-natural-history-museums-reimagined-gardens/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/article/2024/jul/21/urban-nature-project-natural-history-museum-london-new-gardens-fern-diplodocus
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/article/2024/jul/16/natural-history-museum-garden-fern-dippy
https://vanda-production-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/2024/07/12/10/04/52/cada5604-01b0-4d52-a7e7-97661d0aac34/The%20Deposition%20Announcement%20-%20Press%20Release.pdf
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/12/va-beats-met-to-acquire-medieval-ivory-sculpture-of-christ-for-%C2%A32m
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/article/2024/jul/12/rare-early-medieval-ivory-carving-acquired-for-2m-by-va
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/va-looks-to-acquire-12th-century-ivory-carving-for-2m/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/va-looks-to-acquire-12th-century-ivory-carving-for-2m/
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news/funding-announced-reimagine-historic-boathouse-including-new-royal-marines-museum
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/plans-revealed-for-royal-marines-museum-at-portsmouth-historic-dockyard/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/science-museum-ends-partnership-with-gallery-sponsor-equinor/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/science-museum-ends-partnership-with-gallery-sponsor-equinor/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/16/dont-fudge-the-facts-campaigners-call-on-science-museum-to-go-further-after-cutting-ties-with-oil-giant-equinor
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/science-museum-ends-sponsorship-deal-with-oil-giant-equinor/
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emporium, BBC Also: New culture strategy for Glasgow sets out four key priorities. Glasgow Life,
Museums Association

Images this month
This month features some of the many family activities happening in museums and galleries across
the UK this summer. At Brighton & Hove Museums become a Dragon Detective to solve a Royal
Pavilion mystery, and at the RAF Museum Midlands and RAF Museum London see a Flying Theatre
Show. Art Fund have launched 'Kids Aloud' with over 20 venues running events or drop-in time slots
especially for families to explore galleries and when children can be as loud or energetic as they like!
Finally, Cambridge University Museums have taken the lead to offer a 'Summer at the Museums'
with a full range of events with over 20 museums across Cambridgeshire taking part.

Bravo, Bravo Flying Theatre Show at RAF Museum Midlands.

Government news

Culture Secretary Lisa Nandy sets the tone for a new era
In her first speech to staff at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport on the 8 July, Culture
Secretary, Lisa Nandy announced the ‘era of culture wars is over’. Nandy said: “For too long, for too
many people, the story we tell ourselves, about ourselves as a nation, has not reflected them, their
communities or their lives. This is how polarisation, division and isolation thrives. In recent years
we’ve found multiple ways to divide ourselves from one another. And lost that sense of a
self-confident, outward-looking country which values its own people in every part of the UK.
Changing that is the mission of this department. The era of culture wars is over.” Guardian

Nandy’s first speech to sector leaders declares culture, media and sport
sectors crucial to national growth
Lisa Nandy’s first speech to the sector was on 30 July at Manchester’s Science and Industry
Museum. Nandy spoke of the importance of museums and how they shape and define us as well as
mentioning her favourite museum, the People’s History Museum in Manchester. She mentioned
Labour’s curriculum review and intention to put more focus on creative and sports opportunities.

Nandy also stated that DCMS would “ensure the public appointments we make truly reflect our
country in all its glorious diversity. Not to fulfil a quota, but to ensure that our government draws on
the creative might of all of our people.” Gov.uk (press release), Gov.uk (speech), Museums
Association, M+H Advisor

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cpd9j5xn23zo
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do-for-glasgow/glasgows-culture-strategy-2024-2030
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/new-culture-strategy-for-glasgow-sets-out-four-key-priorities/
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/dragon-detectives-needed-to-solve-a-royal-pavilion-mystery/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.artfund.org/national-art-pass/kids-aloud
https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/article/2024/jul/09/era-of-culture-wars-is-over-pledges-new-culture-secretary-lisa-nandy
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/culture-secretary-declares-culture-media-and-sport-sectors-crucial-to-national-growth-mission
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/culture-secretary-lisa-nandy-speech-at-the-science-and-industry-museum
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/08/labour-will-put-rocket-boosters-under-museum-and-heritage-sector-says-nandy/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/08/labour-will-put-rocket-boosters-under-museum-and-heritage-sector-says-nandy/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/culture-secretary-plans-to-take-the-brakes-off-the-cultural-economy


national
museum
directors’
council August 2024

Page 5 

For a deep-dive on Lisa Nandy listen to ‘The Rest is Politics Podcast’ with Alastair Campbell and
Rory Stewart from 15 July 2024, including a discussion on culture wars, Brexit, Nandy’s journey into
politics and the challenge of funding and appointments to art and culture boards.

DCMS Ministerial team finalised
The full ministerial team for the Department of Culture, Media and Sport has been finalised. Sir Chris
Bryant MP becomes Minister for Creative Industries, Arts and Tourism, with a portfolio including
museums and cultural property, arts and libraries, creative industries, cultural diplomacy and soft
power, tourism and heritage. He is also Minister of State for Data Protection and Telecoms at the
Department for Science, Innovation and Technology. Stephanie Peacock MP has been appointed
Minister for Sport, Media, Civil Society and Youth, with Baroness Fiona Twycross as Minister for
Gambling. Gov.uk (ministerial appointments)

Also: The Shadow Culture team has also now been confirmed: Julia Lopez MP, who was appointed
Shadow Culture Secretary following the General Election is joined by Lord Parkinson as Shadow
Minister for Arts, Heritage and Libraries, Dr Luke Evans MP as Shadow Minister for Media, Creative
Industries and Tourism, and Louie French MP as Shadow Minister for Sport, Gambling and Civil
Society. Parliament.UK, BBC

Post-election media coverage
There have been a number of opinion pieces that seek to set priorities for a new government
considering the challenges the sector currently faces. Darren Henley, ACE Chief Executive wrote a
blog titled ‘Navigating change together’. Nick Serota, Chair of ACE, wrote in the Observer on the 14
July ‘Britain needs a cultural reboot. Here’s my five-point plan to fix the arts’.

Other opinion pieces include 'Nandy wasn’t supposed to head up culture, but could her level-headed
approach be just the ticket?' by Charlotte Higgins in the Guardian. The Telegraph also gave its views
‘Conservatives can’t afford to ignore the culture war – Kemi Badenoch gets this’ while Prospect
magazine asks ‘Can Labour really kill the culture wars?’.

Also: King’s Speech: What’s in it for the arts? Arts Professional

Cultural funding

Campaign for the Arts highlights perilous state of arts funding with new
report
A new report from the Campaign for the Arts and the University of Warwickshire has revealed the UK
has one of the lowest levels of government spending on the arts and culture among European
countries. The report looks at five ‘health metrics’ covering funding, provision, engagement,
education and employment. Key statistics include:

• The total culture budget in the UK has been cut by 6% since 2010.
• From 2009-10 to 2022-23, local government revenue funding for culture plummeted by 48% in
England, 40% in Wales and 29% in Scotland.
• The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)’s core funding of cultural organisations
decreased by 18% to 0.17% of total public spending per person.
• The Arts Council’s core Government funding decreased by 18% in England, 22% in Scotland,
25% in Wales and 66% in Northern Ireland.
• A 50% cut in funding for arts and creative courses in higher education. CFTA (press release),
CFTA (report, pdf, 59pgs), Observer, Art Newspaper (£)

Funding infographic shows the challenge of Local Authority funding
landscape
The Local Government Association has commissioned three infographics which help illustrate the
challenges in cultural funding that local authorities are facing. The first infographic shows the
pressures on council spending on culture and leisure. Another infographic clearly shows the complex
nature of available funding, it mentions the often limited capacity for councils to bid for different pots
with 90% of funding sources providing funds for 3 years or less. The final infographic depicts the
complex cultural governance jigsaw which includes the many competing governance structures
including Creative Clusters, Local Cultural Education Partnerships and Combined Authorities. LGA

https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/lisa-nandy-making-britain-a-cultural-superpower/id1665265193?i=1000662035919
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/dcms-ministerial-team
https://members.parliament.uk/opposition/department?DepartmentId=15
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crgm3g37klko
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/blog/navigating-change-together
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/article/2024/jul/14/britain-needs-a-cultural-reboot-heres-my-five-point-plan-to-fix-the-arts
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/article/2024/jul/09/lisa-nandy-culture-secretary-labour-arts
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2024/07/30/conservatives-cant-afford-to-ignore-the-culture-war/
https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/politics/67397/can-labour-really-kill-the-culture-wars
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/news/kings-speech-whats-it-arts
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/news/cfta-and-the-university-of-warwick-publish-the-state-of-the-arts-report/
https://www.campaignforthearts.org/reports/the-state-of-the-arts/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/article/2024/jul/21/britain-behind-europe-in-arts-funding-and-education-crisis-report-shows
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/23/uk-spending-on-culture-among-the-lowest-in-europe-says-landmark-report
https://www.local.gov.uk/topics/culture-tourism-leisure-and-sport/cultural-funding-challenges-and-opportunities
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Welsh Government announces £3.7m additional funding for Welsh national
treasures
On the 10 July the Welsh Government announced additional funding for Wales’ cultural institutions
to ensure they are protected and preserved. £3.2 million is earmarked for repairs to National
Museum Cardiff and National Library of Wales in Aberystwyth. A further £500,000 will improved
storage facilities and protect important collections at local and independent museums and archives
in Wales. Amgueddfa Cymru Chief Executive, Jane Richardson said: "We are so pleased that Welsh
Government are providing additional funding to start critical maintenance work at National Museum
Cardiff. The Museum is over 100 years old and was specifically built to house and showcase Wales'
very special national collection.” Wales.gov, Museums Association Also: Uncertainty for Welsh
museums following government resignations, Museums Association and Government bail-out for
National Museum Cardiff ‘won’t go far enough’, says chair of museum group, Art Newspaper (£)

Also: Lottery funding down for third consecutive year, Arts Professional Also: University museums
highlight impact of Scottish Council funding cuts, Museums Association Also: Act now to avoid
irreparable damage to the fabric of our society, opinion – Darren Barker, Museums Association 

Sector news

Designated status scheme reopens with refreshed process
Arts Council England have re-opened the Designation scheme, which recognises collections of
national and international importance with a more streamlined process following feedback. The
scheme which is open to non-national museums asks applicants to demonstrate the place-based
significance of their collections with specific focus on how local audiences engage with the collection
and how it creates a sense of identity for local people and communities. The deadline for Stage 1
applications is 17 September 2024. ACE, M+H Advisor

ACE launches digital portal for export licences
Arts Council England are launching a new digital portal for those applying for export licences to
permanently or temporarily export cultural objects from the UK. The site will go live on Tuesday 13
August, with digital licenses replacing paper ones for new applications received on or after the 13
August. There are also a number of Webinars in August to help new users navigate the portal:

• Wednesday 7 August 2-3pm
• Monday 12 August 2-3pm
• Wednesday 21 August 10-11am

For webinar details see the ACE website. ACE, Museums Association

Consultation event - Strategic Framework for Heritage Science in the UK
The National Heritage Science Forum (NHSF) is now refreshing their Strategic Framework to cover
the period 2024-2027. We welcome input from all its users, (e.g. researchers, training providers,
curators or policy makers) on the proposed changes. Heritage science is the scientific study of
cultural and natural heritage. It's used to understand how collections deteriorate, protect buildings
from the impact of climate change and find new ways to engage audiences with objects. The
strategic framework helps to coordinate this work. Please join us at one of the two consultation
events which will take place on the 15th and 21st August. Further information including sign-up links
and the consultation draft are available on the NHSF website. NHSF

https://www.gov.wales/37m-additional-funding-protect-and-preserve-wales-national-treasures
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/additional-3-7m-from-welsh-government-to-support-local-and-national-museums/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/uncertainty-for-welsh-museums-following-government-resignations/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/15/government-bail-out-for-national-museum-cardiff-wont-go-far-enough
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/news/lottery-funding-down-third-consecutive-year
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/university-museums-highlight-impact-of-scottish-funding-council-cu
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/opinion/2024/07/act-now-to-avoid-irreparable-damage-to-the-fabric-of-our-society/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-arts-museums-and-libraries/supporting-collections-and-cultural-property/designation-scheme
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/ace-opens-refreshed-process-for-museum-collections-seeking-designated-status/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/supporting-arts-museums-and-libraries/export-licensing
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/ace-launches-digital-portal-for-export-licences/
https://www.heritagescienceforum.org.uk/news/item/strategic-framework-consultation-events
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Political influence on European museums

NEMO opens anonymous survey to capture European museum views on
political influence
The Network of European Museum Organisations has launched an anonymous survey to help
understand and get an overview of political influence and the effects of polarisation on museums in
Europe. The short questionnaire asks if museums feel free to steer and develop their institutions,
programmes, positioning and public actions, or if they feel under any kind of pressure – socially,
economically or politically. The results of the survey will be shared at the NEMO European Museum
Conference – ‘Can we talk? Museums facing polarisation’, which takes place in Romania from the
12-14 November. The survey is open until 6 September and all replies will be considered and
processed anonymously. NEMO (survey), NEMO (conference)

Reports and guides

Art Fund publish insight paper into local cultural decision making 
A new insight paper has been produced by Art Fund in collaboration with Culture Commons as part
of a major open policy development programme. The programme is exploring how new policies and
local governance models might interact with the creative, cultural and heritage sectors to deliver
more equitable and sustainable growth in local communities. The paper provides views from across
the independent museum and gallery sector, it discusses the benefits and challenges of devolved
decision making, emphasising the need for strategic, inclusive and well-resourced approaches to
support independent museums.

Key findings include:

• Relationships between museums and local authorities look very different from place to place
and there is room for improvement in how museums are supported and involved strategically.
• Political churn at the local level can be a major barrier to the effective involvement of
independent museums in the local cultural decision-making process. 
• A focus on the hyper-local in deciding how budgets are spent could pose a threat to the support
for independent museums, particularly without increased resources, as museums tend to have a
wider remit. Art Fund (press release), Culture Commons (insight paper, pdf, 14 pgs)

Economic impact of UK Cities and Capitals of Culture
The Centre for Cultural Value (CCV) has produced an evaluation report that looks at the impact of
UK Cities and Capitals of Culture on the local and visitor economy. Whilst there are many positive
impacts it is interesting to note that evidence about immediate economic impacts is short-term,
raising questions on the sustainable legacies of these cultural programmes. Cultural practitioners
also had significant concerns on the negative impacts of future funding levels and infrastructure once
the year of culture had passed. CCV

Welsh museums report shows impact of museums on wellbeing
The Welsh government commissioned an independent consultant to research the impact of
museums on wellbeing using the UCL Museum Wellbeing Measures Toolkit. The study concluded
that museums greatly improve visitor wellbeing regardless of the type of museum, geographical
location and collection type. The report is complimented with a number of case studies of museum
projects in Wales that look at how collections can create a sense of community, offer a diverse
volunteer programme, support people with dementia and reach refugees. Gov.Wales (report, pdf,
16pgs), Gov.Wales (case studies, pdf, 33pgs)

Cultural Infrastructure Index
This interesting global report from AEA Consulting is a measure of the major investments in in
capital projects in the cultural sector with budgets of more than US$10m that were either announced
or completed in 2023. In its 8th year the report tracks global trends on investment in culture. 192
major cultural infrastructure projects were completed and 198 were announced with sustained
growth in renovation and adaptive reuse. Museums and galleries remained the most popular form of
infrastructure project. Across all categories building sizes dropped by one third. AEA (press release),
AEA (report), Artnet

https://www.ne-mo.org/news-events/article/contribute-to-questionnaire-on-museums-and-political-influence
https://www.ne-mo.org/news-events/nemo-european-museum-conference
https://www.artfund.org/professional/news-and-insights/independent-museum-gallery-sector-views-on-local-cultural-decision-making
https://www.culturecommons.uk/publications/views-from-the-independent-museum-%26-galleries-sector-on-local-cultural-decision-making
https://www.culturehive.co.uk/evaluation-learning-space/resource/economic-impact-of-uk-cities-of-culture
https://www.gov.wales/wellbeing-study-welsh-museums
https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2024-07/wellbeing-study-welsh-museums-case-studies-2024.pdf
https://aeaconsulting.com/news/aea_announces_the_release_of_the_cultural_infrastructure_index_2023
http://aeaconsulting.com/uploads/1600016/1719735154902/AEA_Consulting_2023_Cultural_Infrastructure_Index_WEB.pdf
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/2023-cultural-infrastructure-index-takeaways-2505927
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Creative Education report highlights looming creative economy skills
shortage
The latest Creative Industries PEC State of the Nation report looked at student participation in
creative further education (FE) across all four UK nations. It shows a severe drop in participation
indicating a pipeline shortage for the UK’s growing creative economy. Key findings include:

• A 57% drop in creative subject FE enrolment in England between 2014/15 and 2022/23 (aged
19+) – compared with a 31% drop across all subjects.
• Apprenticeship take up remains very low in the creative industries in all four nations.
• Creative education is highly concentrated in urban cities and regions.
• Data suggests that creative learners tend to be less ethnically and socioeconomically diverse
than the wider FE population. Creative PEC (press release) Creative PEC (report, pdf, 99pgs)

Heritage Careers Guide 2024—2025
Published by Professor Ian Baxter in association with The Heritage Alliance and the Built
Environment Scotland, the Heritage Careers Guide lists a range of places to check for vacancies in
the heritage sector. It also lists career development resources. Heritage Careers Guide (pdf, 16 pgs)

Launch of 'Kids Aloud' at Dulwich Picture Gallery. Image courtesy Art Fund.

https://pec.ac.uk/state_of_the_nation/creative-further-education/
https://pec.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Creative-Further-Education-in-the-Four-Nations-Creative-PEC-State-of-the-Nations-report-1.pdf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/b76b6c66-985d-4b03-8c97-722d2990bfde
https://www.artfund.org/national-art-pass/kids-aloud
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Tourism statistics

DCMS Participation Survey shows increased engagement with museum for
2023/24
The latest Participation Survey data from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport shows an
increase in engagement with museums for 2023/24 compared to the previous year. The Participation
Survey provides nationally representative estimates of physical and digital engagement with the arts,
heritage, museums & galleries, and libraries, as well as engagement with tourism, major events, live
sports and digital. Total engagement across the culture sectors (physical and digital) was higher in
2023/24 than in 2022/23 except for the Heritage Sector which remained the same. Museums and
galleries saw the largest increase in engagement compared to the other culture sectors with an
increase of 10%. The Museums and galleries sector saw a physical engagement increase from 33%
to 43% and digital engagement increase from 9% to 13%. Gov.uk (headline findings), Gov.uk (main
report), Museums Association

Visit England Visitor Attraction Trends in 2023
Visit England produce the yearly Visitor Attraction Survey which monitors trends in the visitor
attraction sector. A total of 1,334 English visitor sites took part, of which 474 were classed as
museums / art galleries. Key findings include:

• Admissions to attractions continue to grow with an increase of 11%, however visits were still
down 28% on 2019 levels.
• Museums/Art Galleries received the highest increase in visits year on year at 20%.
• Overseas visitors were up 80% on 2022 figures.
• The British Museum was the most visited free attraction with 5.8m visitors, up 42% on 2022.
• The Tower of London was the most visited paid for attraction in 2023, with 2.8m visitors, up
38% on 2021.
• Two in three historic attractions felt the impact of rising energy costs in 2023 and this resulted in
reduced income for 47% of England’s historic attractions.
• Rising supplier costs are affecting most historic attractions (70%), and this has led to a third of
attractions needing to increase costs to visitors (35%).
• Sites typically use 3 forms of social media, with Facebook (90%) being the most commonly
used, followed by Instagram/ Pinterest (74%). Visit England (news story), Visit England (full trends
report, pdf, 91pgs), Historic England, M+H Advisor

Repatriation and restitution

Horniman Museum to return 10 Warumungu objects to Australia
The Horniman Museum and Gardens has agreed to transfer the ownership of 10 objects to the
Warumungu community, of Northern Territory, Australia. The objects of cultural and spiritual
significance will be returned later this year. They include a ngurrulumuru (stone axe) and two
wartilykirri (boomerangs), one from the Horniman's Handling Collection. Two of the objects – a
marttan (knife) and a murkutu (sheath) – have been removed from display in the Horniman's World
Gallery in preparation for their return. Their place in the display will, for now, be left empty with an
explanatory label. Following their return the objects will be housed at the Nyinkka Nyunyu Art and
Culture Centre in Tennant Creek, Northern Australia. Horniman, Museums Association

‘Who owns the past? The role of the universal museum in future’ debate
available online
You can catch up on a panel debate that was held at the British Museum on the 5 July on YouTube.
The Times and British Museum debate included panellists: Mary Beard, Munira Mirza, David
Olusoga and Rory Stewart, it was chaired by Matthew Parris. Topics of discussion included the
Parthenon marbles and issues around restitution and repatriation. YouTube, Art Newspaper (£)

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/participation-survey-2023-24-annual-publication/headline-findings-for-the-participation-survey-may-2023-to-march-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/participation-survey-2023-24-annual-publication/main-report-for-the-participation-survey-may-2023-to-march-2024
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/engagement-in-english-museums-and-galleries-rises-10-percentage-points/
https://www.visitbritain.org/research-insights/england-visitor-attractions-latest
https://www.visitbritain.org/media/3548/download?attachment
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/current/social-and-economic-research/historic-visitor-attraction-survey/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/london-museums-take-podium-for-englands-most-popular-attractions/
https://www.horniman.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Horniman_to_return_10_Warumungu_objects_to_Australia_accessible.pdf
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/08/horniman-to-return-warumungu-objects-to-australia/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uC6Ac-sRAM
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/08/like-a-child-in-a-messy-divorce-mary-beard-and-david-olusoga-tackle-parthenon-marbles-debate-in-british-museum-panel
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British Museum Director gives first speech  
Nicholas Cullinan, the new Director of the British Museum, gave his first interview on BBC Radio 4.
He discussed the sponsorship of the planned British Museum redevelopment plans and said there
were only around 15 objects from a collection of 8 million that were subject to discussion around
repatriation. On the topic of the Parthenon marbles he said: “I would hope a partnership of some
form is possible and that is something I think we will definitely want to take forward. It's a bit too soon
for me to get into the particulars around how that could work, but I'm hopeful.” BBC Radio 4 (from
1:32:00), Independent, Museums Association

Branding and launching your own museum

Museum of London and London Transport Museum launch new logos
The Museum of London has rebranded as London Museum in preparation for its move to Smithfield
Market currently due to open in 2028. They also launched a new pigeon and ‘splat’ logo which
replaces the coloured layers map logo first introduced in 2008. Reception on the new image seems
to be split. BBC, M+H Advisor, Museums Association Another London museum which has had a
much less controversial re-brand is the London Transport Museum which has adopted a
multicoloured London Transport roundel with ‘Museum’ at the heart. LTM

Vagina Museum founder writes guide for creating your own museum
Florence Schechter, the former Director and founder of the Vagina Museum, has published a guide
to support those who want to create their own museum. Schechter took the Vagina Museum from a
pop-up venue to permanent premises in Bethnal Green backed by a £85,000 crowd funding
campaign. The resource titled ‘So You Want To Build A Museum’ is a toolkit to build a new museum
or develop one that already exists with sections on refining your museum’s purpose, writing your first
exhibition brief and finding the perfect location. Florence Schechter (personal website with toolkit),
M+H Advisor

Inclusion

Employing disabled people guide from DWP updated
The Department for Work and Pensions have updated their guide for recruiting, managing and
developing disabled people in the workplace. Disability Confident and the Chartered Institute of
Personnel Development have worked together on the guide which aims to support managers and
anyone who leads another individual or team, it is also for HR professionals or anyone with an
interest in the management of people with a disability or long-term health condition. Gov.uk

Trans inclusion webinar from NEMO
The Network of European Museum Organisation are hosting a webinar on 10 September from 11-12
CEST with members of the team at the University of Leicester’s Research Centre for Museums and
Galleries to introduce participants to their resource ‘Trans-Inclusive Culture: Guidance on advancing
trans-inclusion’. The webinar will looking at providing a warm welcome for trans visitors and
developing trans-inclusive displays. The session is free. NEMO

Also: ‘Food For Talk’ Dementia Resource from the Sainsbury Archive, Sainsbury Archive

Climate adaption

Glasgow Life awarded £1.5m to transform energy efficiency 
Glasgow Life have been granted just over £1.5m from Scotland’s Public Sector Heat
Decarbonisation Fund which will help upgrade energy efficiency and reduce carbon emissions at
Glasgow Museums Resource Centre. The vast purpose built facility houses around 1.4 million
objects as only 2% of the Collection can be displayed at the city’s museums at any one time. The
work will include replacement of gas boilers with air source heat pumps, the installation of solar
panels and replacement of windows. Glasgow Life

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m002136v
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/british-museum-parthenon-marbles-sculptures-artefacts-b2581828.html
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/british-museum-director-wants-to-tackle-parthenon-marbles-issue/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cyx0xq0n74ko
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/museum-of-london-reveals-new-name-and-pigeon-and-splat-logo
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/take-splat-london-museum-unveils-pigeon-and-poo-logo/
https://www.ltmuseum.co.uk/blog/new-era-our-museum
https://www.floschechter.com/sywtbam
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/former-vagina-museum-founder-launches-guide-for-creating-museums/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/disability-confident-and-cipd-guide-for-line-managers-on-employing-people-with-a-disability-or-health-condition
https://www.ne-mo.org/news-events/article/register-to-nemo-webinar-on-advancing-trans-inclusion-for-museums
https://www.sainsburyarchive.org.uk/story/stories/food-for-talk-dementia-resource-86#undefined
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/news/1-5m-grant-will-transform-energy-efficiency-at-glasgow-museums-resource-centre
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Whipple Museum of the History of Science - Summer at the Museums - University of Cambridge Museums.

Digital

Charity Digital Skills Report 2024
More than 630 charities contributed to the Charity Digital Skills Report. Key findings include:

• 61% of charities are using AI (Artificial Intelligence) in day-to-day operations.
• The most popular uses of AI are for developing online content (e.g. social media content and
generating images).
• Charities still lack confidence with data, 31% are poor or not engaging with collecting, managing
and using data. In addition 34% are poor or not using data to inform decision making.
• 52% say increasing digital fundraising is a priority for them this year.
• Growing staff/volunteer digital skills is a priority for 46% of charities.
• 68% of charities are struggling to progress digitally due to their finances, headspace and
capacity.

There is a huge amount of detail in the report which also covers responses to climate change,
trustee/leadership skills and funding needs. Charity Digital Skills Report

Immersive Audiences Report 2024
This report looks at the audiences that engage with a range of immersive work which includes
theatre, escapes rooms, AR and VR as wells as experiential and immersive art. It breaks down
audiences by age, diversity, education level and geographic location as well as highlighting the most
important parts of an immersive experience. Immersive Experience Network 

Also: AI (Artificial Intelligence) governance, Doug Gurr, Director of the Natural History Museum
discusses the importance of AI and how it can be utilised by the arts and culture sectors, Clore
Leadership Also: Auschwitz museum working with AI start-up to stop hate speech on social media,
Blooloop Also: GenZ dumping Google for TikTok, Instagram as social search wins, Forbes

https://www.museums.cam.ac.uk/theme/summer
https://charitydigitalskills.co.uk/
https://immersiveexperience.network/articles/immersive-audiences-report-2024
https://www.cloreleadership.org/resource/ai-artificial-intelligence-governance/
https://www.cloreleadership.org/resource/ai-artificial-intelligence-governance/
https://blooloop.com/museum/news/auschwitz-museum-ai-artificial-intelligence-hate-speech-online/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2024/03/11/genz-dumping-google-for-tiktok-instagram-as-social-search-wins
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Funding

The National Lottery Heritage Fund announce £7.6m of funding for museums
across the UK
Six museums have benefitted from £7.6m of funding in the latest round of Heritage Fund grants. The
projects include:

• Museum of Two Halves - £2.7m for Wrexham’s new Football Museum which will be combined
with Wrexham Museum.
• Diving Museum - £802,604 for the Gosport museum to help refurbish their Grade II* listed
Victorian gun battery.
• Leach Pottery Museum - £3.4m to establish a new learning and production centre in St. Ives.
• Museum of Aberdeenshire - £309,409 for plans to develop the historic Arbuthnot House.
• The Egypt Explorations Society - £61,321 development funding for plans to develop their
Camden building.
• The Lancashire Cricket Heritage Experience - £176,650 to bring an interactive heritage hub to
the Emirates Old Trafford Cricket ground. NLHF

6 Museums share funding from Museums Galleries Scotland (MGS)
£315,767 from the Museum Development Fund distributed by MGS has been shared by six
museums. The projects will allow Scottish museums to better connect to audiences, increase their
resilience and reveal untold stories and explore local identities. The Scottish Football Museum and
National Mining Museum Scotland will host a partnership exhibition on the links between mining and
football, the Gairloch Museum will explore and celebrate local identity in the region, Ullapool
Museum will undergo a collection stories refurbishment, the West Highland Museum will be taking
history out of the museum to local communities and schools, the Outer Hebrides Forum will highlight
and build awareness of the heritage venues of the Outer Hebrides, and the Royal College of
Physicians & Surgeons of Glasgow will be focussing on the work of John James Audubon’s
(1785-1851) ‘The Birds of America’. MGS (funded projects), MGS (more on the Museum
Development Fund)

New Historic England funding to work with youth groups
The History in the Making grant scheme aims to help young people uncover and celebrate the
history of their local area focussing on young people aged 13-25 from deprived areas in England.
Funding is available for up to 15 projects with grants of up to £15,000. Projects must be co-created
with young people and at least one partner must have a proven track record of working with young
people. The deadline for applications is Monday 2 September. Historic England

Fixing Our Broken Planet funding from Natural History Museum
Fixing Our Broken Planet: Interconnected is a programme connecting people and planet through
exhibitions, displays and events. Run by the Natural History Museum the programme is offering
micro-grants across three strands of activity: 1 – Generation Hope – grants for 2-3 organisations up
to £2,500 on an annual rolling basis for events aimed at a youth audience. 2 – Interconnected-Light
– One-off grants of up to £3,000 for 10 organisations to host displays from the Fixing Our Broken
Planet exhibition alongside items from your own collection. 3 – Interconnected-In-depth – One-off
opportunity for grants up to £10,000 for 4 organisations for bigger projects with scientific and
curatorial support plus access to a larger pool of Fixing-Our-Broken-Planet-related content to be
adapted to your local context. Applications close on 23 September 2024. NHM

Collection Management Capital Improvement Programme for Welsh museums
This funding programme from the Welsh Government is for capital costs only which can include
building and engineering work, professional fees, and fittings / additional equipment which are
integral to wider development. Examples of projects include those focussing on decarbonisation,
external repairs to eliminate the risk of water ingress, retrofitting collection stories and insulating
collections environments. Museums and archives wishing to apply have to be accredited or working
towards accreditation. The maximum grant is £100,000 and minimum is £20,000. The deadline for
applications is 30 August 2024. Please contact culture@gov.wales with any enquiries.

https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/news/ps76million-awarded-unique-museums-around-uk
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/news/6-museums-share-315k-with-the-museum-development-fund/
https://www.museumsgalleriesscotland.org.uk/funding/museum-development-fund/#funded-projects
https://historicengland.org.uk/campaigns/help-write-history/history-in-the-making/
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/about-us/national-impact/our-broken-planet-community-of-practice.html
mailto:culture@gov.wales
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Connections Through Culture grants from the British Council
You have till 2 September to apply for Connections Through Culture grants from the British Council
which support creative collaborations between Asia-Pacific and the UK. The grants support artists
and cultural organisations working across all art forms to create new connections and collaborative
projects. Collaborative projects can include digital, face-to-face, and hybrid artistic projects. Grants
are offered up to £5,000 and £10,000 focussing on themes of diversity and inclusion, and Climate
Change. British Council

Cambridge University Botanic Garden Family Trail. Credit Joe Higham. Summer at the Museums - University of Cambridge Museums.

Conferences and events

International Heritage Law Short Course this September
The British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL) are once again offering their
International Heritage Law Short Course on the 23 September 2024. This online course across five
two-hour sessions will include discussions on key threats to cultural heritage at present including
trafficking, armed conflicts and development. It will also include a special session on restitution by
considering past return processes. The course cost is £300 per person. BIICL

Collections Trust online conference will look at ‘Putting collections data to
work’
The online conference from the Collections Trust will be on Thursday 3 October from 10.30-4pm and
will focus on using collections data in new and interesting ways. The conference will offer a mix of
presentations, case studies and discussions, topics will include the use of AI in making use of
collections data, and how the Museum Data Service will be a game changer for the sector. Individual
tickets cost £36 with team tickets for three or more people at £81. The Collections Trust are also
offering 100 free inclusive tickets on a first-come-first-served basis. Collections Trust

https://www.britishcouncil.org/arts/connections-through-culture
https://www.museums.cam.ac.uk/theme/summer
https://www.biicl.org/events/11864/short-course-international-cultural-heritage-law
https://collectionstrust.org.uk/events/nationwide-event-listings/conference-2024-putting-collections-data-to-work/
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Museum X Machine X Me Conference this October at Tate
The Museum X Machine X Me Conference aims to share some of the practice research insights and
findings from a 3 year project run by the University of the Arts London and Tate. Running across two
days the in-person event will explore how machine technology can be used to transform the way we
understand museum collections. The event runs on 2 October from 1-7pm and 3 October from
9.30-5pm. Tickets cost £30 with concessions £20 and Tate Collective (16-25 year olds) priced at
£10. Tickets cover both days. Tate

MA Conference 2024 – The Joy of Museums
This year’s Museums Association Conference will be held in-person and online at the Royal
Armouries Museum in Leeds from 12-14 November. ‘The Joy of Museums’ will celebrate the
innovation, inventiveness and creativity that make museums such incredible places. The keynote
speech will be from Michelle Charters, the Director of the International Slavery Museum. Prices start
from £50. MA (conference website), MA (programme), MA (fees)

Registration now open for ‘Towards a National Collection’ final conference
‘Towards a National Collection’(TaNC) final conference will be on 20-21 November 2024 at the
Contact Theatre in Manchester. The in-person and hybrid event will be a celebration of the five major
Discovery Projects aiming to investigate and harness digital technologies in order to break down the
barriers between different cultural heritage collections. TaNC will also launch their policy
recommendations, aiming to help and inspire the UK cultural heritage sector and its funders to
transition to a common set of standards which will make collections more visible, discoverable,
inter-operable and secure. Conference tickets are free and cover in-person attendance at the
two-day conference and evening reception at the Whitworth Art Gallery on 20 November. TaNC

Online Cultural Heritage Data School open for applications
The Online Cultural Heritage Data School from Cambridge University runs from 25 November to 3
December and provides an intensive online teaching programme that aims to bring together
participants from the wider GLAM (Galleries, Libraries, Archives and Museums) sector. The
curriculum will be structured around the digital collections and archives pipeline, covering the general
principles and applied practices involved in the generation, exploration, visualisation, analysis and
preservation of digital collections and archives. The Data School comprises of daily live sessions
from 1-5pm. Fees cost £245 per person with a £145 per person concessions rate. The deadline for
applications is 1 September. Cambridge Digital Humanities

Governance Now 2024 from Clore Leadership and CGA
Governance Now 2024: Imagine it Different, the flagship conference from Clore Leadership and the
Cultural Governance Alliance will be held on 6 November at Senate House in London. The
conference programme includes keynote speeches from Tonya Nelson, ACE, Dr Doug Gurr, NHM
and Councillor Liz Green who is Chair of the Local Government Association’s Culture, Tourism and
Sport Board. Topics will include exploring the ethics of artificial intelligence, citizen assemblies and
reimagining cultural investment in local government. Tickets cost £106.58 for individual tickets,
£177.18 for small organisations up to £283.06 for large organisations. There is also an online ticket
available for £71.29. Clore Leadership (programme), Tickets (eventbrite)

Appointments and resignations

Matthew Sheldon appointed as CEO at National Museum of the Royal Navy
The National Museum of the Royal Navy (NMRN) have announced the appointment of Matthew
Sheldon as Chief Executive Officer at a time of a series of strategic projects and capital investment.
Sheldon's career spans 30 years with early career roles at Bodleian Library and Historic Monuments
of England, he has been with NMRN since 1994 when he joined the organisation as a Curator of
Manuscripts. Sheldon replaces Dominic Tweddle who was in post for 14 years. NMRN, M+H Advisor

The Horniman Museum and Gardens have appointed two senior leadership roles with Annie
Duffield joining as Director of Audiences and Income and Peronel Craddock taking on the role of
Director of Content on a permanent basis. Duffield was previously Head of Marketing and
Communications at the Postal Museum. Craddock joined the museum in 2022 and was previously
Head of Programmes at Bletchley Park. Horniman, M+H Advisor

https://www.tate.org.uk/whats-on/tate-modern/museum-machine-me-conference
https://www.museumsassociation.org/events/conference-2024/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/events/conference-2024/programme/
https://www.museumsassociation.org/events/conference-2024/fees-and-financial-support/
https://www.nationalcollection.org.uk/events/conference/towards-national-collection-two-day-conference-2024
https://www.cdh.cam.ac.uk/events/38500/#timetable
https://www.cloreleadership.org/news-events/events/governance-now-2024-imagine-it-different/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/governance-now-2024-imagine-it-different-tickets-920183291997?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.nmrn.org.uk/news/national-museum-royal-navy-announces-new-ceo-appointment
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/new-ceo-appointed-at-national-museum-of-the-royal-navy/
https://www.horniman.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Annie-Duffield-and-Peronel-Craddock-appointments.pdf
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/horniman-museum-and-gardens-appoints-income-and-content-leads/
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Following the appointment of Sir Patrick Vallance to Minister of Science, the Natural History Museum
has named Tony Hall (Lord Hall) as replacement Chairman. Hall was previously Director General of
the BBC and Chair of the National Gallery. NHM, Arts Professional

Yasmin Kahn joins Arts Council England in a new role to support creative freelancers across all
artforms and regions. From September she will take up the role of Director, London & Individual
Practitioners. Arts Professional

The new Chief Executive of the Paul Hamlyn Foundation has been named as Halima Kahn who
replaces outgoing CEO Moira Sinclair. Kahn was previously Executive Director at Nesta. PHF

Duncan Dornan has announced his intention to retire as Head of Glasgow Life Museums and
Collections. Dornan has been in role for 9 years, he joined initially as Senior Museums Manager.
During his tenure the Burrell was named Art Fund Museum of the Year in 2023 after a £68.25m
refurbishment. Dornan will step down on Friday 23 August. Glasgow Life, Museums Association

Manchester Jewish Museum’s Curator and Deputy Chief Executive, Alex Cropper, is stepping down
after 16 years in post. Cropper has taken the decision in order to complete a Masters in Sustainable
Heritage Building Management. She will be replaced by Joshua Jones who joins from the National
Science and Media Museum in Bradford. Manchester Jewish Museum, M+H Advisor

Catch up

Book – Collections Management as Critical Museum Practice, Edited by Cara Krmpotich and Alice
Stevenson, UCL Press published 22 July 2024 available for free open access download.

White Cube in London lets go of 38 invigilators – most of them artists and students, 31 July 2024, Art
Newspaper (£) 

From the courts to the British Museum – it’s time to stop hiding from the realities of climate change,
26 July 2024, Art Newspaper (£)

Prepare for jail, judge tells Just Stop Oil’s Van Gogh protestors, 25 July 2024, Times (£)

Liverpool FC Museum at Anfield relaunches with immersive and interactive exhibits, 24 July 2024,
Experience UK

‘Political’ search for next V&A chair mired in accusations of cronyism, 13 July 2024, Observer

‘We want to ruffle a few feathers’: Liverpool gallery confronts colonial past, 8 July 2024, Guardian

International news

Iowa paves path for museums with landmark restitution of Benin Bronzes, 28 July 2024,
Hyperallergic 

Met Museum attracted 5.5m visitors last year in pandemic rebound, 24 July 2024, Hyperallergic

‘These are terrible crimes’: A Ukrainian museum’s director's fight to recover art, 16 July 2024, Art
Newspaper (£)

Hartwig Fischer named director of planned world cultures museums in Saudi Arabia, 11 July 2024,
ARTnews

Marion Ackermann appointed first woman to run Berlin state museums, 8 July 2024, Art Newspaper
(£)

Can the museum survive? 1 July 2024, The New Republic

Jobs

NMDC would like to share two additional opportunities this month:

Museum Director/CEO, Queer Britain, the national LGBTQ+ museum, closing date Wednesday 21
August. Peridot

Panel Member Acceptance in Lieu Panel – Museums and Cultural Property, closing date Friday 23
August. ACE

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/press-office/press-releases/lord-hall-of-birkenhead-cbe-appointed-next-chairman-of-the-natur.html
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/magazine/faces/lord-hall-named-chair-natural-history-museum
https://www.artsprofessional.co.uk/news/ace-creates-new-role-support-freelancers
https://www.phf.org.uk/news-and-publications/halima-khan-appointed-as-the-new-chief-executive-of-paul-hamlyn-foundation
https://www.glasgowlife.org.uk/news/duncan-dornan-to-retire-as-head-of-glasgow-life-museums-and-collections
https://www.museumsassociation.org/museums-journal/news/2024/07/head-of-glasgow-life-museums-announces-retirement/
https://www.manchesterjewishmuseum.com/news/curator-and-deputy-chief-executive-alex-cropper-to-hand-over-manchester-jewish-museums-collection-for-the-next-part-of-its-journey/
https://museumsandheritage.com/advisor/posts/manchester-jewish-museums-curator-and-deputy-chief-exec-to-step-down
https://www.uclpress.co.uk/products/240133
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/31/white-cube-in-london-lets-go-of-38-invigilatorsmost-of-them-artists-and-students
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/31/white-cube-in-london-lets-go-of-38-invigilatorsmost-of-them-artists-and-students
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/26/from-the-courts-to-the-british-museumits-time-to-stop-hiding-from-the-realities-of-climate-breakdown
https://www.thetimes.com/uk/crime/article/just-stop-oil-activists-guilty-damaging-van-gogh-painting-603nkksqq
https://www.experienceuk.org/blog/liverpool-fc-museum-at-anfield-relaunches-with-immersive-and-interactive-exhibits
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/article/2024/jul/13/political-search-for-new-va-chair-mired-in-accusations-of-cronyism
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/article/2024/jul/08/liverpool-walker-art-gallery-colonial-past-sculpture-slavery-empire
https://hyperallergic.com/935674/iowa-paves-path-for-museums-with-landmark-restitution-of-benin-bronzes/
https://hyperallergic.com/937144/met-museum-attracted-5-5m-visitors-last-year-in-pandemic-rebound
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/16/these-are-terrible-crimes-a-ukrainian-museum-directors-fight-to-recover-art
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/16/these-are-terrible-crimes-a-ukrainian-museum-directors-fight-to-recover-art
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/hartwig-fischer-founding-director-world-cultures-museum-saudi-arabia-1234711744/
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2024/07/08/marion-ackermann-named-to-run-berlin-state-museums-succeeding-parzinger
https://newrepublic.com/article/182277/can-museum-survive-looting-colonialism
https://www.peridotpartners.co.uk/jobs/museum-director-ceo-queer-britain/
https://isw.changeworknow.co.uk/arts_council_england/vms/e/careers/positions/croGPLiXnplk_7kxPQPz1o
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Posts being advertised on the NMDC jobs board this month include:

• Heritage Transport Driver - Black Country Living Museum
• Project Manager: International Engagement - British Museum
• Collection Project Officer - Science Museum
• Access and Events Assistant (12.5 hours) - National Library of Scotland
• IS Service Desk Student Placement - Tate
• Eighteenth Century Collections Researcher - National Archives

 

This newsletter can also be read online at http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/news/newsletters/

https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20437/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20433/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20434/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20435/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20436/
https://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/jobs/job/20432/
http://www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/news/newsletters/

