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Welcome to NMDC'’s monthly news update...
In this issue:

n

DCMS cuts £73m funding from capital projects
* Budget outlines 25% cuts from departmental spending
e HLF invests £17m in 808 training placements
¢ Ulster Museum wins £100,000 Art Fund Prize
e Culture Secretary's £1bn plans to promote tourism in 2012
¢ US museums report record visitor figures and membership
and much more...

NMDC NEWS

Moving on

Kate Bellamy, Head of Strategy and Communications, will be leaving NMDC on 9 July to take up a
new post as Head of International Strategy at the V&A. Amongst her many achievements during her
three years at NMDC, Kate has led the Cultural Capital advocacy campaign and co-edited Learning
to Live, NMDC's publication on museums, young people and education. NMDC is now recruiting for
a new Head of Strategy and Delivery (see Job Opportunities below). Suzie Tucker will be the Acting
Head of Strategy and Delivery, pending appointment of Kate’s successor.

Emily Candler, NMDC Newsletter Editor, has been appointed Senior Associate: Programmes and
Services at the National Portrait Gallery, a Cultural Leadership Programme Peach Placement from
July 2010 - March 2011. NMDC is seeking a new Editor for this newsletter and details will be
available shortly

BUDGET DEFICIT

DCMS withdraws £73m funding from cultural projects

Ahead of the Budget announcement, the Government announced on 17 June the cancellation of
nearly £2 billion of projects approved since 1 January 2010. Within this, Department for Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) announced that it was withdrawing £73 million from the following cultural
projects:
» Stonehenge visitor centre — £17 million;
* BFI Film Centre — £45 million;
« Libraries modernisation work suspended — £2 million (per annum). Plans to extend the Public
Lending Right to non-print format books have also been suspended and will be considered as part
of Spending Review in the autumn;
» Find Your Talent — Pilot programme providing five hours of culture and sport a week for young
people — ¢ £2 million;
* A Night Less Ordinary — free theatre tickets scheme for young people — ¢ £0.1million;
» BFI archive digital access sub-project — £2.5 million. Other strands of the BFI's Screen Heritage
UK programme will continue, including the £16.3 million funding to secure the national film
collection.

* Free Swimming Programme for under 16s and over 60s — £5 million from DCMS (as part of a
total saving of £40 million funding across Government).
DCMS Press release

Budget June 2010 - 25% cuts to departmental expenditure by 2014-15

The Budget announced on 22 June set out plans for cuts of an additional £30 billion per year in
public sector spending by 2014-15, on top of cuts announced by the previous Government in the
March 2010 Budget. This means public expenditure will be £83bn a year lower by 2014-15
(compared with departmental expenditure remaining constant in real terms).

The Budget announced:

» With funding safe-guarded for health and overseas aid, other departments “could see average
real cuts to their budgets of around 25 per cent over the four years”;
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» No further reductions in capital spending totals in this Budget, but a need to be make "careful
choices about how that capital is spent. The absolute priority will be projects with a significant
economic return to the country”;
» A Spending Review to be published on 20 October, which will set out plans for the four year
period 2011/12 to 2014/15. The final split between AME (Annually Managed Expenditure) and
DEL (Departmental Expenditure Limit) will be decided at the Spending Review, and any further
AME savings will reduce the size of cuts to departmental budgets;
» A two year pay freeze for public sector workforces from 2011/12, except for those earning
£21,000 or less who will receive an increase of at least £250 in these years;
» The appointment of Will Hutton to draw up plans for fairer pay in the public sector, and John
Hutton, formerly Labour Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, to investigate public sector
pensions, producing an interim report in time for the Spending Review and a full report for next
year's Budget;
» The Government will replace the current rules on substantial charity donors and HM Revenue
and Customs (HMRC) will consult informally on draft clauses in the summer, with a view to
publishing final legislation in the autumn.
» The Budget included no changes to Gift Aid but said the “The Government will continue to
explore with voluntary sector representatives ways to improve the Gift Aid system and encourage
charitable giving.”
Media reports over the weekend of 3/4 July suggested that Departments had been asked to prepare
plans for cuts of up to 40%. HM Treasury Budget Documents

HM Treasury has also published a document setting out the general approach the Spending Review
will take. Spending Review Framework

Arts Council England will use reserves to meet budget deficit

Arts Council England provided details on 18 June of how it will implement the £19m cuts to its
2010-11 budget as announced by the Government on 24 May, essentially through releasing the
historic reserves:

"Arts Council England’s historic reserves stood at £18.4 million. DCMS has freed £16 million. The
balance of £2.4 million remains blocked from use. Of the £16 million freed, £9 million is to be used
to mitigate the in-year cuts, and £7 million will be returned to the Department. It has been agreed

that £5 million of that £7 million will be returned to the Arts Council’s baseline funding for 2011/12."

The rest of the savings will come from:

» £1.8m from revenue grants to regularly funded organisations (0.5% reduction);
» £1.8m from a 4% reduction in revenue grants of the two highest funded organisations not
directly producing art (E1.6m from Creativity Culture and Education (CCE) and £200k from Arts &
Business);
» £400k from further cuts to the Arts Council’s operating costs (bringing savings on operating
costs to a total of £6.9m this year); and
» £6m from postponement of a major public engagement project, cuts to audience development
plans, and cuts to funds for partnership working with local authorities and the private sector.

Arts Council statement  Arts & Business statement CCE statement

MUSEUM SECTOR NEWS

Heritage Lottery Fund invests £17m in skills

The Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) has announced an investment of £17 million — treble the amount it
originally set aside — in 54 projects under its Skills for the Future programme. This money will deliver
808 work-based training placements for people across the UK, lasting up to 18 months. The
programme will not only support traditional conservation training but also a wide variety of more
contemporary skills, such as managing volunteers and using social media to get people involved in
heritage. Skills for the Future is complementary to HLF's existing £10m Training Bursary
Programme which has been running for the last four years. The projects include:

« £510,200 for Training the Curator, a project by the British Museum and five key
national/regional partners creating 15 trainee placements;

» 12 posts managed by the Ashmolean Museum in partnership with 4 other Oxford museums;
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» 20 trainee posts managed by Museums Galleries Scotland;

: » 26 trainees managed by the National Archives focusing on community engagement, digital
preservation and online user engagement, as well as traditional preservation and interpretation;
» 30 trainees at National Museum Wales, training in heritage horticultural skills; and
e 24 trainees at Tyne & Wear Archives and Museums.

The projects are currently in development and training opportunities will be publicised in the autumn.
Placements will start towards the end of 2010/beginning of 2011. Heritage Lottery Fund

Ulster Museum wins £100,000 Art Fund Prize

The Ulster Museum, Belfast is the 2010 winner of The Art Fund Prize for Museums and Galleries.
The Museum, part of National Museums Northern Ireland, was awarded the £100,000 Prize in
recognition of Opening Up the Ulster Museum, a three year, £17.8m redevelopment project. Praised
by the judges for its “all-round excellence”, the museum beat three other short-listed institutions, The
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford; Blists Hill Victorian Town, Ironbridge and The Herbert Art Gallery and
Museum, Coventry.

The Prize, sponsored by the Art Fund, is annually awarded to the museum or gallery for a project
completed in the last year that the Judges deem demonstrates the most originality, imagination and
excellence. Art Fund Prize

Saatchi announces plans to donate 200 works and create MOCA London

Charles Saatchi has announced that he intends to give his gallery and more than 200 works from his
collection to the nation. He has said that the Saatchi Gallery in London will be renamed MOCA
London (Museum of Contemporary Art, London) when he retires, and would feature "a strong,
rotating permanent collection of major installations", all of it free to the public. BBC News reported
that the gallery's management are in talks with the government to find a department "which would
own the works on behalf of the nation". A spokesperson for the Gallery said: “All costs associated
with the storage, restoration or cataloguing of the collection will be borne by the museum". The
Guardian reported that staff and other costs will be paid for by the gallery's sources of income, which
include private sponsorship, the restaurant and shop and by hosting company events. The New
York Times reported that the Gallery's statement said Mr. Saatchi would receive no tax benefits from
the gift.

The Tate issued a statement saying it “welcomes the news that the national collection of
contemporary art promises to be enhanced in this way. We look forward to contributing to
discussions about how the collection will be used by the nation in the long term.” BBC News
Guardian New York Times

A Museum Strategy for Wales 2010-15

Welsh museums are being urged to look at innovative ways of sharing resources and attracting new,
younger audiences. Launching Wales's first ever museum strategy, Minister for Heritage, Alun Ffred
Jones AM, said that museums would have to be smart and innovative to ensure they continue to
play an important role in Welsh life during difficult economic times.

The five-year strategy asks museums to look at new ways of encouraging more volunteers to get
involved, contributing to cultural tourism, helping to develop the Welsh language, sharing exhibits,
and attracting more young people and ethnic minorities. The strategy identifies three key principles
for museums:

» Museums for everyone — Museums will contribute to living communities, promote the values of
a fair and just society and provide lifelong learning opportunities for all.

A collection for the nation — Museums will hold, care for and continue to develop collections for
the nation which represent our rich and diverse culture.

» Working effectively — Museums will manage their sites, operations, collections and people
effectively to continue providing services for citizens that are relevant, robust and sustainable.

A Museum Strateqy for Wales 2010-15

Consultation on a museum policy for Northern Ireland

Culture Minister Nelson McCausland has launched a consultation on a museums policy for Northern
Ireland. The consultation meets a commitment made by the Minister to the Culture, Arts and Leisure
Committee’s Inquiry into the need to have a museums policy for Northern Ireland.
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There are five interdependent strategic priorities:

» Developing audiences;

» Education and Learning;

 Collections Development, Care, Management and Use;
* Infrastructure, Investment and Resources;

 Cultural Rights.

The aims of the draft policy include ensuring museums are seen as safe places in which to explore
and participate in diverse types of community activity, and museums have make a significant
contribution to good community relations in Northern Ireland. The consultation runs until 24 August.
Consultation document

22% of people in Northern Ireland have visited National Museums

Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure (DCAL) in Northern Ireland has published new data on
museums, arts and libraries attendance from the Continuous Household Survey conducted in
2008/9. Findings included:

* 26% of respondents reported having visited a museum in the past 12 months; and 22% of all
respondents reported having visited one or more of the five museums under the remit of National
Museums Northern Ireland in the last 12 months.

* 84% of respondents who visited a museum during the past 12 months were satisfied with
museum's provision.

* 63% of all respondents were satisfied with museum provision.

» Attendance was highest among 35-44 age group (36%) and lowest for those aged 16-24 (21%)
DCALNI research

Measuring the social contribution of museums

The MLA has launched new case studies, guidance and tools to support museums, libraries and
archives in planning how they deliver their services and in measuring their contribution to social
outcomes. The new materials are based on first-hand experiences of organisations using the
framework, and include a step-by-step approach to using the guidance. Other tools include sample
guestionnaires to help gather evidence of impact on users, and case studies illustrating how
organisations have successfully used the GSO framework to plan their delivery, assess their
contribution to outcomes and advocate for their service. The Generic Social Outcomes Framework
(GSO) has been widely used by organisations including Tyne and Wear Archives & Museums and
Museums Sheffield to capture the contribution museums, libraries and archives can make to their
communities and wider society. MLA Inspiring Learning for All website

Museums Association launches online advocacy resources

The Museums Association has launched a range of free online resources to support museums and
galleries in their advocacy efforts. The resources are part of the ...Love Museums project, designed
to help museums “win friends and influence people” by better communicating what they do.
Documents on the site already include 'Tourists...Love Museums' with facts that demonstrate the
value of museums to tourism, and more resources will be unveiled between now and the end of
August including fact sheets on communities, visitors and the economy. Museums Association

Remembering Scotland At War online museum uses social networking

Museums Galleries Scotland has launched Remembering Scotland At War, an online museum with
a social networking area particularly aimed at ‘capturing memories'. The culmination of a 3 year
project funded by the Big Lottery Fund, Remembering Scotland At War features over 200
exhibitions, interviews, photographs and footage spanning from the Second World War to more
recent conflicts including Irag and Afghanistan. Museums Galleries Scotland worked with 13
museums and galleries across Scotland to produce the exhibitions. Remembering Scotland At War
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Minister commissions new research before discussions on status of Wallace
letter

Scotland's Culture Minister, Fiona Hyslop MSP, has asked the Keeper of the National Archives of
Scotland to assemble a group of experts to examine a 700 year old letter widely believed to have
been in the possession of Sir William Wallace. The medieval history experts - from Scotland,
England and France - will investigate the 700 year old document, held at the National Archives in
London, and produce a report to Scottish and UK Government Ministers that will then allow
discussions on the status of the document. Launching the research, Ms Hyslop said "there has
always been tremendous interest in this letter and repeated claims that it should rightfully reside in
Scotland's National Archives". The group will report to UK and Scottish Ministers in Spring 2011.
Scottish Government statement

Minister joins metal detectorists

Culture Minister Ed Vaizey MP joined the Oxford Blues Metal Detecting Club for his first metal
detecting experience on 11 June. The Minister unearthed a two pence piece from 1971. More

Using museums to interpret Brazil’s intangible heritage

The Museum of London is hosting an HSBC Living Cultures seminar on 22 July, bringing together
leading museum directors from Brazil and UK museum professionals to look at how museums can
best harness intangible heritage to stimulate a greater understanding of contemporary identities and
cultures. The outcomes of this seminar will inform the development of a new museum project in
Brazil, which will open in time for the Rio Olympics of 2016. For more information and to secure a
place please contact Jude Phillips at phillips@museumoflondon.org.uk.

Museums and universities working together

The V&A hosted Learning at the Interface on 1-2 July, a conference looking at how museums and
universities can work together purposefully to enhance the learning of higher education students.
Culture Minister Ed Vaizey MP gave a keynote speech. Detailed case studies describing
collaboration between museums and universities have been published online. More

CULTURAL SECTOR NEWS

Culture Forum launched to lead dialogue on funding

Arts and Business and the National Campaign for the Arts (NCA) are creating a “Culture Forum” of
leading figures from the UK’s cultural sector to help formulate plans to re-energise cultural funding
from the private sector. Members of the forum will be elected this week by Arts and Business and
NCA members. The Culture Forum will meet three times before this autumn’s Spending Review and
produce three reports for Ministers. Its tasks will include:

» Growing the contribution from the private sector to invest in the cultural sector;

» Feedback on the impact and effects of cuts to the arts sector;

« |dea generation for innovative funding models, efficiencies and ways for the cultural sector to
work with the private sector; and

» “Fine-tuning” Arts & Business’ private sector policy for the arts to increase cultural philanthropy.
Arts and Business

Culture Secretary's £1bn plans to promote tourism in 2012

In his first keynote speech on tourism policy, Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt MP said it was a top
Government priority to produce "the best marketing plan that any country has ever had" around the
London 2012 Olympics. Mr Hunt said that the tourism sector “is increasingly vital to the future of this
country as we set out to rebalance our economy” and “could be the fourth fastest growing sector
over the next ten years, indirectly and directly supporting a total of nearly 3 million jobs by 2020.”
However, he also expressed concern that “although overseas visitors spent more here last year than
in 2008, the actual number of visitors fell by over 2 million, and VisitBritain is forecasting a further
decline of 0.7% for this year.”

Mr Hunt pledged to:

Page 5


http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2010/06/14081542
http://oxfordbluesmdc.co.uk/wordpress/2010/06/mp-becomes-a-club-member/#more-1215
mailto:jphillips@musuemoflondon.org.uk
http://arts.brighton.ac.uk/research/cetld/learning-at-the-interface-museum-and-university-collaborations-conference-1-2-july-2010
http://www.artsandbusiness.org.uk/News/2010/june/cultural-forum-become-a-candidate.aspx

n

» Create a new fund that will generate £1 billion worth of PR and marketing activity in 20 priority
markets in the years around 2012;
» Harness the full potential of 2012 to create a permanent tourism legacy for the whole country,
creating a sustained and sustainable increase in the number of tourists visiting the UK;
» Set the industry a new goal: to increase the domestic tourism spend by UK residents to 50% of
the total; and
» Review the web of quangos that affect tourism, aiming to simplify and focus support for the
tourism industry, which is worth around £90 billion to the economy.
DCMS will work with private sector partners both to build up the PR and marketing fund and work out
the most cost effective way to spend it. Detailed plans of how this fund will work will be published by
the end of September. Jeremy Hunt's speech

Cultural Metropolis: Draft cultural strategy for London

Mayor of London Boris Johnson has published Cultural Metropolis: The Mayor’s Draft Cultural
Strategy: 2012 and Beyond. The strategy highlights concerns and priorities for action around a wide
range of issues such as private and public funding, international promotion, education and training,
improving access and participation, supporting festivals and public art, and planning and cultural
infrastructure. The Mayor does not have a single delivery agency for culture and nor is the GLA a
major direct funder of culture, but the 200+ page strategy outlines numerous proposals that the
Mayor will either lead, be a partner in, or promote, including:

» Making the case for investment in London's cultural sector - the Mayor will publicly make the
case for investment in culture at a number of high-profile events;
» Supporting capital projects that will contribute to the capital’s cultural, social and economic life
through planning policies, advocacy and direct investment - including the Tate Modern extension;
» Working with regional cultural agencies to improve the sector’s understanding of, and
responsiveness to, new technological, environmental and economic challenges;
* Introducing a Londoners Card pilot scheme, to enable more Londoners to access services and
provision, including culture and leisure.

The consultation on the draft cultural strategy runs until 6 September. Cultural Metropolis

The Culture Diary — London 2012

The Mayor of London has also announced plans for The Culture Diary, intended to be the definitive
guide to cultural activity in the capital throughout the whole of 2012, listing all artistic and cultural
activities/events, of all scales, across all cultural sectors. Organisations need to upload information
by the end of this year. The Culture Diary

Also

The City of London, covering the Square Mile, also published its cultural strategy for 2010-14 on 17
June. The City spends over £80 million every year on its cultural and leisure services. City of
London

Danny Boyle to direct London 2012 opening ceremony

Oscar-winning film director Danny Boyle has been appointed to direct the opening ceremony of the
London Olympic Games, to be held on 27 July 2012. He will work with four British executive
producers who will work across all four opening and closing ceremonies:

» Stephen Daldry, theatre and film director;
» Mark Fisher, who creates live entertainment and music concerts and was involved in the design
of the opening and closing ceremonies for the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing;
» Hamish Hamilton, a British TV producer, music video and award show director; and
» Catherine Ugwu, Creative Director, producer of ceremonies, shows and festivals, who worked
on the ceremonies at the Vancouver Winter Olympics and the Manchester Commonwealth
Games.
An Artistic Director for the Olympic closing ceremony and one for the Paralympic opening and
closing ceremonies will be appointed later this year. DCMS statement
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Creative Scotland is officially launched

Creative Scotland, the new national development body for the arts, screen and creative industries in
Scotland, was launched on 1 July. Creative Scotland took over the functions and resources of
Scottish Screen and the Scottish Arts Council, but also has a wider set of responsibilities for
developing the sector. The Chief Executive is Andrew Dixon, and he has just appointed three new
Directors of Creative Development: Venu Dhupa, lain Munro and Caroline Parkinson.

Last month, Scotland’s Minister for Culture and External Affairs Fiona Hyslop MSP announced the
appointment of Sir Sandy Crombie as the first Chair of Creative Scotland. He is former Chief
Executive of Standard Life and currently Senior Independent Director of the Royal Bank of Scotland
Group plc. The other Board members are Robin MacPherson, Gwilym Gibbons, Gary West, Ruth
Wishart, Steve Grimmond, Barclay Price, Gayle McPherson and Peter Cabrelli.

Creative Scotland is the first Scottish public body to have equal legal status for its English name and
its Gaelic name - Alba Chruthachail. www.creativescotland.com Board appointments

BBC plans more collaboration with arts institutions

The Art Newspaper has an interview with Mark Bell, BBC's commissioning editor for arts, on
collaborations with cultural organisations. He said “The BBC is going to have to work exceedingly
hard to help arts institutions out in the future,” he said. “One of the things we have to do is partner
with them, to work constructively with them [as] the impact [of public spending cuts] may be tough.
The institutions are aware of that and we need to do what we can to expose them to audiences in
whatever way we can.” The Art Newspaper

New support programme for libraries

Culture Minister Ed Vaizey MP has launched a new, expert support programme led by the Museums
Libraries and Archive Council (MLA) and the Local Government Association Group (LGA Group) to
support local authorities in rethinking how they deliver their library services. Speaking at the
Remodelling Libraries Conference on 1 July, the Minister urged local authorities to consider radical
options for delivering library services including: including shared services, merging functions, staffing
across authorities, support from volunteers or the use of other community buildings.

The programme will initially undertake intensive, proactive work with around ten library authorities,
and learning from the projects will then be shared throughout the wider public library network. The
statutory Advisory Council for Libraries will be wound down via the Public Bodies Bill. MLA
statement

Impacts of 2009 Smithsonian Folklife Festival for Wales

One year on, the Welsh Assembly Government has published a summary of the impact of Wales
Smithsonian Cymru, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival 2009, which focused on Wales. The Festival,
annual international exposition of living cultural heritage, takes place over two weeks every summer
at the Smithsonian Museum in Washington DC, and draws more than one million visitors. Last year’s
Welsh-themed event involved a trade mission of 80 companie, organised by the Welsh Assembly
Government, resulting in business worth £14 million. The National Museum Wales's touring
exhibition Turner to Cezanne, which was first developed through early discussions around planning
for the Wales Smithsonian Cymru, reached over 56 million people and generated media coverage
worth $4.5 million. Over 160,000 people visited the exhibition in its first three venues. Welsh
Assembly Government

Merger of BFI and Film Council cancelled

Plans to merge the UK Film Council and the British Film Institute into a singe body have been
scrapped. The proposal was first announced in August 2009. In response to a Parliamentary
Question from Shadow Culture Secretary Ben Bradshaw MP on 21 June, Culture Minister Ed Vaizey
MP confirmed that there are no current plans to merge the two organisations. He said that he was,
however, "planning to reassess fundamentally how the Government support film in this country."
Hansard

Also

A new report commissioned by the UK Film Council states that the UK film industry contributes over
£4.5 billion a year to UK GDP and more than £1.2 billion to the Exchequer. More
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: IN PARLIAMENT

Tate and British Museum extension projects

In response to a Parliamentary Question from Ben Bradshaw MP about the funding and timetable for
proposals to build extensions to Tate Modern and the British Museum, Culture Minister Ed Vaizey
MP said: "The Government provided £28.707 million towards the extension to Tate Modern and
£10.68 million towards the British Museum's World Conservation and Exhibitions Centre in the years
2008-10. | have taken no decisions to change the level at which these projects are funded or the
timetable to which they should be completed. Decisions for future years will be a matter for the
forthcoming spending review." Hansard, 28 June

Reduction in Grant-in-Aid 2010-11

In response to a Parliamentary Question from Ben Bradshaw MP, the DCMS has published figures
showing how the grant-in-aid allocated to each of its sponsored bodies will be reduced in the current
financial year. The chart gives figures for grant-in-aid outturn, including depreciation, for each year
from 2007-2011. In his answer, Culture Secretary Jeremy Hunt MP explains that due to changes
made as part of the Alignment Project, figures for 2010-11 are prepared on a different basis and are
therefore not directly comparable with previous years. Hansard, 30 June

Ulster Museum displays

Twenty-six MPs have signed an Early Day Motion saying they regret "that there is pressure to
include creationism in the proposed exhibition of evolution and diversity" at the Ulster Museum. The
signatories, all representing constituencies outside Northern Ireland, include 14 Labour MPs and 9
Liberal Democrats. Media reports last month revealed correspondence between Northern Ireland
Culture Minister, Nelson McCausland AM, and the Trustees of National Museums Northern Ireland
on the lack of representation of Creationist views in the museum’s displays. In the Northern Ireland
Assembly, Mr McCausland condemned the leaking of correspondence to the press which he said
was the work of “some malign individual”. Early Day Motion Northern Ireland Assembly debate

Lords highlight importance of museums

During the debates on the Queen's Speech, several Peers highlighted the importance of museums.
Former Heritage Minister Lord Inglewood said it is "important to recognise that our museums and -
particularly, but not exclusively - our national collections in London are enormous generators of
public revenue. How we as a society respond to the cuts and the way in which the Government
impose them must recognise that." He continued: "On our national collections, we must take the
long view and concentrate on ensuring that when again we reach the sunny uplands of economic
prosperity we do not find that we have debased our inheritance and relegated ourselves to the
second division. Acquisition and maintenance are the two long keys to sustainable excellence."
Hansard, 3 June

Free admission to national museums

In his maiden speech as Member of Parliament for Stoke on Trent, the historian Tristram Hunt said
he “will be watching closely” the new Government's commitment to free admission to national
museums. He praised his predecessor in that Parliamentary seat, Mark Fisher, who as Minister for
the Arts was part of the team that worked on free admission policy. Extolling the historic significance
of his constituency, Mr Hunt also quoted Neil MacGregor in A History of the World in 100 Objects
saying that "human history is told and written in pots...more than in anything else.” More

During Oral Questions in the House of Commons on 21 June, Mr Hunt also raised the plight of the
Wedgwood Museum in his constituency, which is threatened with dispersal of its collection as a
result of Pension Protection Fund legislation. Culture Minister, Ed Vaizey MP, said "this is an
important issue which we are watching very closely, and | should be delighted to meet him to discuss
it." More
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