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Happy New Year and welcome to NMDC'’s monthly news update.
In this issue:
 Museums Deliver — new report describes unique importance of museums
» George Osbhorne emphasises Conservative commitment to museums
» Pre-Budget report outlines rationalisation of DCMS bodies
¢ 45.3% adults visited museums in the last 12 months
e Select Committee calls for evidence on Olympics Legacy
e 2010 highlights at national museums across the UK
and much more...

NMDC NEWS

NMDC highlights unique role of museums

Museums provide knowledge and inspiration, while also connecting communities. At a time of
economic recovery, and in the run-up to the Olympics, they are more important than ever. Museums
and galleries deliver world-class public services which offer individuals and families free and
inspiring places to visit and things to do. Museums attract audiences from home and abroad. They
build confidence in Britain and stimulate the creativity and innovation that will help drive economic
success. Museums provide the places and resources to which people turn for information and
learning. They care for the legacy of the past while creating a legacy for the future.

These are the key messages from Museums Deliver, NMDC’s new publication demonstrating the
wide-ranging social and economic importance of museums in the UK. The report describes the
activities of our museums and their unique role in society from the global stage to the local
high-street. It is packed with evidence and case-studies, and with museum facts and figures,
including:

* In 2008, museums attendance in the UK increased at over three times the national average for

visitor attractions;

» More than two thirds of children aged 5-11 visited a museum outside of school last year;

« For every pound invested in culture, a further £3.50 is generated;

» Using minimal public resources — just 0.08% of total government spending in 2007/2008 —

museums leverage additional funding and produce a world class public offer.

» In 2007/08, national museums virtually doubled total government funding through

self-generated income, raising 46% of their own income.

The publication also contains pledges of support for museums, including from Camila
Batmanghelidjh, found of Kids Company:

“Museums are uniquely egalitarian spaces. Whether you are rich, poor, or uniquely-abled, the
museum door is always an open welcome. A sense of history and beauty, gifts from our cultural
heritage, inspires the ordinary soul into extraordinary possibilities. They bind communities together,
giving them heart, hope and resilience. If life was just about earning to eat, we'd be depleted and
tired. Museums bring to life the opportunity to experience meaning beyond the mundane. Museums
make the soul sing!”

Museums Deliver is at www.nationalmuseums.org.uk

All Party Arts and Heritage Group

NMDC had a productive meeting with members of the All Party Arts and Heritage Group last month.
NMDC Chair, Dr Michael Dixon, outlined the key points in the Museums Deliver publication and
discussed how museum policy objectives could be met.
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: DIRECTORS IN THE NEWS

Alec Coles to become Director of Western Australian Museum, Perth

After nearly 8 years as Director of Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums (TWAM), Alec Coles is leaving
to take up a new role as Director of the Western Australian Museum, in Perth, Western Australia. He
will take up his new post in March 2010, and will manage the Museum'’s six sites, its Collection
Research Centre and a number of maritime heritage sites. In particular, he will be responsible for
developing the business case for a major new State Museum in Perth.

In his current role as director of Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums Alec is responsible for twelve
museums, galleries and heritage sites. He also leads the North East Regional Museums Hub
through the Renaissance programme. He has been a member of NMDC since 2007. TWAM
statement

New Years Honours

Mark Jones, Director of the Victoria & Albert Museum, and Chair of NMDC between 2007-2009, has
been awarded a Knighthood in the New Year Honours for services to the arts. He is the second
successive NMDC Chair, following Sir Robert Crawford, to be knighted. Natalie Ceeney, Chief
Executive of The National Archives has been awarded a CBE.

Other honours in the museums sector include CBEs for David Barrie, who was Director of the Art
Fund until last year; and Penny Johnson, Director of the Government Art Collection. Hillary Bauer,
Head of International and Cultural Property Unit at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport
(DCMS), has been awarded an OBE, as has, Dr Claude Doumet-Serhal, Special Assistant at the
British Museum, and Julia Fawcett, Chief Executive of the Lowry Centre. New Years Honours List

DCMS expenditure

NMDC Chair, Dr Michael Dixon has written a letter to the Telegraph refuting the suggestion in an
article by Neil O'Brien of the think tank Policy Exchange, that nobody would "notice much if the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport had its budget halved." Mike wrote: "90 per cent of the
DCMS's budget is spent not on itself but by the institutions that constitute the cultural infrastructure
of this country, of which we are justly proud. Would Mr O'Brien like to choose between closing the
Natural History Museum or the National Gallery, between shutting down the National Theatre or the
RSC? | think people would notice a great deal." Telegraph article Michael Dixon's letter

A History of the World

Neil MacGregor, has given a series of interviews to promote A History of the World in 100 Objects,
the radio programme created by the British Museum and the BBC. Mr MacGregor will present the
hundred 15-minute instalments of the programme on BBC Radio 4 over the course of this year,
beginning on 18 January. The Guardian published a two-page interview with Mr MacGregor,
discussing the exhibition and work of the British Museum. Guardian

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

Putting the Frontline First: Smarter Government — mentions museums

The Prime Minister launched the Government programme Putting the Frontline First: Smarter
Government, on 7 December outlining “how the Government will improve public service outcomes
while achieving the fiscal consolidation that is vital to helping the economy grow.” In the overall
context of an emphasis on frontline services the Government makes clear its intention to “rationalise
and reform” arms length bodies by reducing the number of such bodies performing advisory or
related functions by over 25%, subject to the necessary consultation and legislation. The merger of
the four existing military museums into the new National Museum of the Royal Navy, is highlighted
as an example of reducing the number of bodies whose primary function is service delivery. The
Government also intends to publish data in the next budget showing the cost of HR, finance and
other back office functions for arms length bodies, and will require back office consolidation plans
from all such bodies showing how they will reduce costs and “strengthen the drive towards shared
services” Smarter Government report  The Prime Minister's speech
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Pre-Budget Report outlines rationalisation of DCMS bodies

The Chancellor's Pre-Budget Report of 9 December reiterated the themes of the Smarter
Government programme. Of particular relevance for museums is chapter 6, Protecting Public
Services, which provided further details on the rationalisation of Arms Length bodies. The £11 billion
of savings a year by 2012-13 through Smarter Government includes:

« at least £500 million by reducing duplication between organisations and streamlining Arms
Length Bodies (ALBs). By Budget 2010, a review will identify further options for rationalisation.
This will include considering options for rationalising up to a third of DCMS non-museum ALBS,
including streamlining ten DCMS advisory bodies and bringing forward plans for merging the UK
Film Council and the British Film Institute;
» £650 million from cuts of 50 per cent in consultancy spend and 25 per cent in marketing and
communications spend across government;
» £300 million by improving energy efficiency across the public sector to reduce energy demand
and costs, cutting bills by around 10 per cent and contributing to climate change goals;
» £140 million from reducing the costs of the senior civil service by up to 20 per cent and cutting
sickness absence amongst civil servants; and
» £8bn savings identified by the Operational Efficiency Programme through improving back office,
functions, IT, collaborative procurement and property running costs
 All public sector pay settlements will be capped at 1% for two years from 2011, with a proposed
pay freeze in 2010-11 for senior staff, including NDPB Chief Executives. Contributions to public
sector pensions to be cut by £1bn a year.
There will be £5 billion of additional savings by 2012-13 from targeting and prioritising spending,
including:

« £600 million from higher education and science and research budgets from a combination of
changes to student support within existing arrangements; efficiency savings and prioritisation
across universities, science and research; some switching of modes of study in higher education;
and reductions in budgets that do not support student participation;
» £350 million of savings from the Department for Children, Schools and Families to be found
from central budgets, NDPB efficiency savings and from reviewing pilots and programmes to
focus on the most effective interventions;

The full report, speeches and press releases are available on the HMT website.

Culture Secretary announces over 600 new jobs in cultural sector

Culture Secretary Ben Bradshaw MP has announced the creation of 624 new jobs in the cultural
sector through the Future Jobs Fund. These include 142 jobs created by English Heritage, working
on the digitisation of 30,000 images of Wiltshire and making them easily accessible to local schools
and community groups and over the internet. Creative and Cultural Skills has also received funding
to create 200 jobs nationwide in a range of positions in cultural organisations and community
venues.

The Future Jobs Fund is a Department for Work and Pensions led initiative that aims to create
120,000 jobs for young people aged 18- 24 who have been unemployed for 6 months. DCMS has
committed to contributing 10,000 jobs within this: 5,000 in sport and 5,000 in culture. DCMS website

George Osborne sets out commitment to museums

Conservative Shadow Chancellor George Osborne MP spoke at Tate’s Family Conference last
month, setting out his party’s commitment to the arts and museums sector: “Right from the top our
party, we are deeply committed to the British arts sector, and we want to see it flourish and thrive in
the years ahead”, said Mr Osborne.

Themes raised in the speech include:

« A commitment to public funding and free admission — funded in part by returning the Lottery to
its original four causes’

» Supporting philanthropy — with a focus on endowments and reference to the US model;
 Five year funding deals for large cultural organisations;
» ‘Setting the arts free from bureaucratic control’ with a Museums and Heritage Bill;

« Alimit on funding bodies’ expenditure on administration/back office functions, to be no more
than 5%.;
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» Encouraging self generated income with match funding;

» Recognition of the social and economic benefits of the sector, including the importance of the
creative economy; and

» acceptance of the intrinsic value of the sector: “There is no government metric or policy report
that can ever fully capture this basic truth: that art matters for its own sake.” George Osborne’s
speech

New Culture Minister for Scotland

Fiona Hyslop has been appointed as the new Minister for Culture and External Affairs in the Scottish
Government. Mike Russell has been promoted to replace Fiona Hyslop as Cabinet Secretary for
Education and Lifelong Learning. Fiona Hyslop is an Scottish National Party Member of the Scottish
Parliament for the Lothians. Her new responsibilities include the Joint Ministerial Committees and
liaison with the Westminster Government and with Europe. She has said she is “hugely enthusiastic
about her new role as Culture and External Affairs Minister, involving promoting Scotland and
ensuring we make the most of our cultural assets and overseas links” Scottish Government

Fiona Hyslop biography

MUSEUM SECTOR NEWS

Happy New Decade?

At the end of 2009, the media considered the fortunes of museums over the past ten years with
Richard Dorment in the Telegraph hailing the last decade as “a golden age of the public art galleries
and loan exhibitions”. Telegraph

Tristram Hunt in the Observer though foresaw an end to the “unprecedented investment in galleries
and museums... and a return to the dark days of closures, entry charges and pandering to the
familiar looms.” Observer

Meanwhile, The Independent on 3 January considered the financial difficulties facing many
museums, reporting that 40 institutions are under threat or have already closed. The Independent

British Pathé offer national museums unlimited archive downloads

Following successful negotiations with British Pathé for discounted access to its film archive for
download and use by local museums, MLA has been exploring the possibility of extending the deal
to national museums. British Pathé have now developed a new offer for national museums and
created a mechanism for delivering bespoke solutions. This will include options for posting British
Pathé content online, multi-site licences, mobile exhibitons and for use as an academic resource.
British Pathé are confident a new proposed average monthly charge of £700-800 for unlimited
downloads comfortably beats existing arrangements where one-off payments of £10,000-12,000
were common for short film clips supporting single time-limited exhibitions. British Pathée

Export Reviewing Committee calls for tax changes

The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest has
published its 55th annual report revealing that items worth just over £1.5 million have been saved
from export and will remain in the UK. Following recommendations from the Reviewing Committee,
the Culture Minister placed temporary export bars on 25 objects of outstanding significance during
the period 1 May 2008 to 30 April 2009. Nine of these cases resulted in acquisitions by institutions
or individuals in the UK, including two items which had received a “starred” rating by the Committee
to denote that every effort should be made to retain them. In seven cases, matching funds could not
be raised for items found to be of outstanding significance and these items, valued at £14.5m, were
subsequently exported.

In its report, the Committee, chaired by Lord Inglewood, raised concerns about the effectiveness of
tax incentives such as the douceur system, which was devised to encourage owners to sell to UK
public bodies through private treaty sales rather than sell on the open market. The Committee has
recommended the scheme is reviewed and amended. In particular, the Committee believes that the
douceur should apply in any case where tax can be offset through transferring ownership of a
cultural object to the nation. In addition, the Committee has said that the Acceptance in Lieu scheme
should be expanded to allow offers of cultural items to offset not just inheritance tax, but other taxes
as well. Export Reviewing Committee Report
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45.3% of adults visited a museum in past 12 months

The latest figures from the DCMS Taking Part survey show that the percentage of adults visiting
museums continues to rise. The survey found that 45.3% of adults in England had attended a
museum, gallery or archive at least once between October 2008 and September 2009. Participation
in museums has risen steadily since DCMS launched the survey in 2005, when 43.8% of adults
visited a museum in the previous 12 months. Meanwhile, regular attendance at libraries has fallen
from 49.6% of adults in 2005 to 38.5% in the past 12 months. Taking Part Survey

MLA establishes Leading Museums Group to oversee action plan

MLA has established a steering group to oversee and support the delivery of the actions identified in
Leading Museum:, A Vision and Strategic Action Plan for English Museums, published in July 2009.
The group’s initial role will be to establish the remit of the MLA and other bodies in delivering results,
feeding into MLA’s business planning for Renaissance 2011-14. In addition, a wider reference group
from the museum sector and its organisations will support the Group and the delivery of the ten
actions identified in Leading Museums. The members of the group are:

» Professor Tom Schuller (Chair), author of Learning Through Life and former Head of the Centre
for Educational Research and Innovation at OECD;

» Dea Birkett, Director of Kids in Museums;

« Jonathan Drori CBE, an expert in public bodies’ use of technology and new media;

» Sheila Healy, former Chief Executive of Cornwall and Shropshire councils;

» John Orna-Ornstein, Head of the British Museum's London and national partnership
programmes; and

* Vanessa Trevelyan, vice-president of the Museum's Association and head of Norfolk Museums
and Archaeology Service.
MLA website http://www.mla.gov.uk/news and views/press/releases/2009/leading _museums _group

Liechtenstein exhibition at Royal Academy cancelled

The Art Newspaper reports that Hans-Adam 11, The Prince of Liechtenstein, has cancelled a major
exhibition of his collection at the Royal Academy this autumn, following a dispute about an export
licence for another painting he owns. The work by Sanchez Coello has been impounded by HM
Revenue & Customs since 2007, while it investigates an export licence dispute with a London art
dealer. The Art Newspaper

Cultural organisations share experiences of outdoor projects

Arts Council England has published Beyond Their Walls, in which ten major London arts and cultural
organisations share experiences of creating public events outdoors. The contributors include the
British Museum, Tate, Exhibition Road Cultural Group and British Library. Beyond Their Walls

New report places culture at the heart of commercial practice

A new report from Arts and Business, Beyond experience: culture, consumer & brand, provides
advice on how brands and businesses can rebuild relationships with their markets through dynamic
and innovative associations with culture and the arts. The report by Joseph Pine & James Gilmore
goes on to investigate the changing nature of consumers, and their increasing need for authentic
experiences and meaningful transformations, which it is suggested culture is well placed to provide.
Arts and Business Arts and Business

A roadmap for arts and cultural R&D

A new report published by Mission Models Money (MMM), proposes that publicly funded arts and
cultural organisations should "aspire to, and be funded to, engage in Research and Experimental
Development (R&D), particularly that which aims at innovation, that is, new social application." The
report, It's not rocket science: a roadmap for arts and cultural R&D, investigates how arts and
cultural organisations can re-imagine their relationship with private sector businesses, social
enterprise and public service delivery and sets out a Blueprint to promote arts and cultural sector
R&D. Mission Models Money
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Museums sign up for Britain Loves Wikipedia competition

Britain Loves Wikipedia is a photography contest focusing on objects in UK museum collections. The
contest will run throughout February 2010, when members of the public - primarily those with an
interest in Wikimedia and/or photography - can visit participating museums to take photographs of
pre-specified “targets”, to be decided on jointly by the museums and Wikimedia UK and prizes will be
given for a variety of categories. The photographs entered into the competition will be made
available on Wikimedia Commons, which is an image library used by a number of websites including
Wikipedia.

The project builds on the success of two similar photography competitions last year in the United
States and UK, and in the Netherlands. The deadline for museums wishing to participate is 15
January and the event will be launched at the V&A on 31 January. Britain Loves Wikipedia

Gowers Review of Intellectual Property - consultation on copyright
exceptions for museums

The Government has published a consultation paper setting out detailed proposals to take forward
the Gowers recommendations on copyright exceptions, which are intended to improve access to and
use of copyright works. The paper follows on from the 2008 consultation on the Gowers report to
which many museums and museum sector organisations responded. It sets out draft legislation and
seeks comments on the accuracy of the impact assessments. The draft legislation includes
measures to enable museums and galleries, as well as libraries and archives, to copy works in their
permanent collection for archival purposes and preservation, including mitigating against wear and
tear of master copies. The deadline for responses is 31 March. Intellectual Property Office

National Family Week 2010

MLA is encouraging museums to participate in National Family Week 2010 (31 May - 6 June), which
aims to encourage families to spend quality time together. Hundreds of museums, libraries and
archives participated as partners in the inaugural national Family Week in 2009. In 2010 there will
be core theme days to which museums, libraries and archives can link their family learning activities,
including “Family Week Story Time” on 2 June and “Family Week Road Trip” on 3 June.
www.nationalfamilyweek.co.uk

Funding for museums to work with 1000 trainee teachers

MLA has announced funding for 15 museums and their partners as part of the Initial Teacher
Education (ITE) Grants Programme. These museums will work with more than 1,000 trainee
teachers to support learning, develop cross-curricular projects and encourage school visits. The ITE
programme is designed to empower teachers at the beginning of their professional careers in using
museum and archive collections and also aims to challenge museum and archive staff to think about
their professional practice and collections by working with student teachers. The partnerships
include the British Museum and Cass School of Business; North East Regional Museums Hub and
Northumbria University; and the Royal Armouries and Leeds University. MLA website

Learning Outside the Classroom

With funding from the Council for Learning Outside the Classroom (LOtC), the Heritage Sector
Partnership has developed some resources to help heritage organisations improve their
understanding of the LOtC Quality Badge and review their learning services within the Quality Badge
framework. Group for Education in Museums

Nominations sought for UK Memory of the World Register

Nominations are being sought for the UK Memory of the World Register for documentary heritage
which has cultural significance specific to the UK. The UK Register is part of the international
UNESCO Memory of the World programme, which promotes access to the world’s archive and
library collections, as well as their preservation. The UK Memory of the World Register will highlight
some of the UK’s exceptional, but lesser-known documentary riches by awarding them the
globally-recognised Memory of the World status. The deadline for the first round of nominations to
the UK Memory of the World Register is 8 January 2010. UNESCO
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MLA introduces Board secondment scheme to promote diversity

Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) has introduced a new Board secondment scheme
to promote diversity among decision-makers. A wide field of applicants competed for the first two
appointments. The first two successful candidates are Ms Subnum Hariff, Partnership and Access
Manager for Bolton’s Libraries, Museums, Archives and Arts who has recently completed the one
year Clore Leadership Programme, and Dr. Atul K. Shah is founder and chief executive of the social
enterprise Diverse Ethics. They will join the MLA Board for one year from January 2010. Further
appointments will be held every six months as the scheme rolls forward. MLA website

Embedding Shared Heritage: the Heritage Diversity Task Force

The final report of the Mayor of London's Heritage Diversity Task Force has been published.
Embedding Shared Heritage includes recommendations to promote cultural diversity within
organisational practices, policies and programmes in the following areas: museum and archive
collections; audiences; governance; workforce; equitable partnerships; and the Cultural Olympiad.
The recommendations include:

» a new sector-wide professional working body to tackle institutional and cross-sector barriers to
change
« the development and implementation by DCMS, in partnership with national museum directors,
of a strategy to embed cultural diversity good practice into board appointment processes;
» A Race Equality Workforce Declaration, to support employers in their efforts to redress the
continuing under-representation of black, Asian and minority ethnic people in the sector’s
workforce by 2015. Organisations who sign the workforce declaration will form a sector—lead
network, implementing the declaration through a programme of shared best practice and skills
training.
The report also includes essays by a wide range of cultural leaders including Sandy Nairne, Director
of the National Portrait Gallery; Professor Jack Lohman, Director of Museum of London and Natalie
Ceeney, Chief Executive of The National Archives.

The Heritage Diversity Task Force was established in 2006 to implement the recommendations of
the Mayor's Commission on African and Asian Heritage set out in the report Delivering Shared
Heritage (2005). Embedding Shared Heritage report

Diversify scheme extended to include low-income backgrounds

The Museums Association (MA) is looking for museums to host Diversify bursaries. The scheme is
now open to anyone from a low-income background. Hosts are also sought for traineeships at
management level and for deaf and disabled people.

Diversify was established in 1999, to address the under-representation of black and minority ethnic
people working in museums and galleries. Since the start of the programme over 100 people have
been directly supported on training programmes. Recent research by the MA suggests that the
overall UK museum workforce is about 7% BME, whereas the comparable figure in 1993 was around
2.5% and in 1998 it was 4.2%. Museums Association

Call for proposals for the Museums Association’s Conference

The Museums Association is seeking proposals for this year's Conference, which will be held in
Manchester between 4-6 October. The conference themes are:

» Working in partnership — exploring how new models of service delivery can be developed, and
the benefits of working in partnership;

« Whose museum is it anyway? — examining both museums’ and the public’s relationship with
collections and what a sustainable future might look like;

» Showing off - explore how museums can redisplay their collections, put on engaging and
stimulating exhibitions and use objects to tell new stories.

Proposals can be submitted on one of the themes or as a standalone session. The deadline for
proposals is Friday 19 February 2010. Museums Association

Also:

A maritime enthusiast has turned a garden shed measuring 12ft by 6ft (4m by 2m) into one of the
country’s smallest museums. more
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A silver cigarette case, stolen four years ago from the National Trust property has been returned
along with an anonymous letter of apology. The object was stolen from Florence Court in County
Fermanagh, Northern Ireland by a visitor on a tour in 2005. more

A man has been arrested after a suspicious fire at the Cae Dai Museum in Denbighshire, which is
believed to have destroyed a classic car collection. more

CULTURAL SECTOR NEWS

Baroque masterpiece Seaton Delaval Hall becomes public property

For the first time in 25 years a stately home and its historic contents have been offered up to the
nation in lieu of inheritance tax. Seaton Delaval, in Northumberland, has been acquired through the
Acceptance in Lieu (AIL) Scheme, in settlement of a tax bill of £4.9m, and gifted by the Government
to the National Trust. The Grade | listed mansion has been acquired with hundreds of items of
furniture, sculpture, family portraits and more than 80 acres of land. It was built between 1718 and
1731 by Sir John Vanbrugh is widely regarded to be the finest work of the English Baroque and one
of the most important historic houses in Britain. The National Trust has pledged £6.9m to create an
endowment fund for the future running of the property. £3m was raised by a public campaign with
additional funding from the regional development agency, One North East and the Art Fund. The
National Trust has not acquired an entire house and its contents via the Acceptance in Lieu scheme
since the acquisition of Calke Abbey in Derbyshire in 1985. The Acceptance in Lieu scheme is
administered by MLA on behalf of the Government. MLA website

Heritage Alliance steps up campaigning

Heritage Link has a new name — Heritage Alliance — and has announced a shift in focus to become a
more active campaigning body. Loyd Grossman has taken over from Anthea Case as chair of the
organisation, which brings together over 75 non-government heritage groups in England. The core
messages of the Heritage Alliance campaign are set out in a new manifesto Making the Most of our
Heritage, describing how heritage can help government deliver its objectives in four key areas:
building a new economy, giving value for money, empowering people and responding to climate
change. The manifesto proposes actions an incoming Government might take to ensure that our
heritage can deliver even more to our national wellbeing in economic, social, environmental and
educational benefit. Making the Most of Our Heritage

Visiting Arts becomes UK Cultural Contact Point for European opportunities

Visiting Arts has successfully bid to be the UK’s Cultural Contact Point (CCP) for the EU Culture
Programme from 1 January 2010. As part of the contract awarded by DCMS, Visiting Arts will
undertake presentations about the Culture programme and other EU funding opportunities at a range
of events across the UK. Visiting Arts will work closely with of EUCLID, which has been the CCP for
the UK since 1999. The existing website www.culturefund.eu and the Alert e-newsletter will
continue to provide the latest information on European funding. Email enquiries can still be sent to
info@culturefund.eu

Fourteen areas in long-list to become the UK’s first City of Culture

Culture Minister Margaret Hodge MP has announced the final list of bidders vying to become the
UK's first City of Culture in 2013. They are: Barnsley, Birmingham, Carlisle, Chichester, Cornwall,
Derry, Durham, Hull and East Yorkshire, Ipswich and the Haven Gateway, Norwich, Portsmouth and
Southampton, Sheffield, Southend, Swansea.

An Independent Advisory Panel, chaired by Phil Redmond, will meet in February to consider the bids
and will recommend a short-list to the Secretary of State in the early spring. DCMS website

Ambassador(s) for Philanthropy

Dame Stephanie Shirley, appointed as the Government's ambassador for philanthropy in April this
year, has launched a website that aims to ‘give philanthropists a voice’. The site, called
Ambassador(s) for Philanthropy, featuring videos of philanthropists talking about their giving, is
seed-funded by Dame Stephanie and is independent of her role as the Government’s philanthropy
ambassador. Arts and Business
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