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Welcome to the September issue of the NMDC Newsletter.  There are a lot of stories about archives this month to mark Archives Awareness month. 





Thank you very much to all of you who responded to the questionnaire with last month’s edition.  We received many positive comments and useful suggestions, which will help us continue to improve and develop the newsletter.  It’s not too late to send comments, if you haven’t already done so, to Emily Adams (eadams@iwm.org.uk)





NMDC News�
�



New NMDC Website - www.nationalmuseums.org.uk





Our website has been redesigned to make it more accessible and easier to navigate.  It includes up to date information about all our activities, copies of NMDC publications and back issues of the Newsletter.  The ‘What’s on Today?’ feature provides information about current and forthcoming exhibitions at the national museums.  The site also includes a fully searchable database of works of art with uncertain provenance during the Nazi period.  





If you have any comments about the new site, please do let us know.�
�



Loans Between National and Non-national Museums: New Standards and Practical Guidelines 





NMDC has published Loans Between National and Non-national Museums: New Standards and Practical Guidelines.  The document was drawn up by the Loans Working Group, made up of representatives from both national and non-national museums, and was approved by the Directors at their meeting on 4 July. 





The national museums are committed to improving access to their collections not only through exhibition, display, reference and research within their own institutions, but also by lending objects from their collections to publicly funded museums all over the UK. Thousands of objects are lent every year by national and non-national museums throughout the UK. However, the National Museum Directors’ Conference recognised that to increase access to the national collections required a clear and specific commitment to standards of best practice.





This document therefore publicly makes that commitment by setting out standards that national museums will meet relating to loans to museums within the UK. The rest of the document addresses the loan process in more detail and sets out practical guidance on steps both borrower and lender can take to facilitate the process and make best use of the resources available, and in so doing ensure the standards are met.  





NMDC is very grateful to the Loans Working Group and all those who commented on earlier drafts of this document.  Copies of the document have been circulated with Museums Journal this month.  www.nationalmuseums.org.uk/loans.html     





The new standards are printed overleaf…�
�
�
New Loans Standards





National Museum Directors’ Conference members undertake to meet the following standards, subject to the resources available.





National Museums and Galleries will:


Provide a straightforward means of access to information about their collections and where possible Internet access to collections data


Clearly identify points of contact for the administration of each loan on the museum Website and in all related printed material


Have a written loans policy, available on the museum Website and on request


Require a minimum notice period of no more than six months for loans to UK organisations, subject to availability and condition of the item 


Acknowledge receipt of loan applications within three weeks, letting the borrower know when they will hear whether the application has been approved 


Make every effort to lend, other than where issues concerning the availability, condition, or security of the object, or ethical considerations, preclude it within the resources available


Provide reasonable access to curators to enable applicants to conduct research and determine suitability of loan objects


Provide advice on display conditions and installation procedures necessary to maintain the safety of the object


Be pragmatic about lending where environmental conditions are not ideal and offer help in finding potential solutions to any problems with environmental and display conditions at the borrowing institution. 


Only use couriers where circumstances demand and share them wherever possible


 Not charge administration fees for loans to UK borrowers


Keep all costs to the borrower to a minimum and communicate their likely level to the borrower as early as possible


Minimise the cost to the borrower of any conservation treatment that is required to enable the object to travel and be fit for display


Be transparent in handling loan requests, including providing an explanation of any difficulties or delays and full reasons behind any refusal to lend





If the lending museum cannot meet a particular standard for any reason, it will explain this to the borrower as soon as possible.�
�



�


Current Issues





Action Framework for Scottish Museums 





The Scottish Executive’s Culture Minister Frank McAveety has unveiled his response to the consultation exercise to develop and Action Plan for Scotland’s museums and galleries.  It includes the following initiatives: 





A regional development framework will be created to develop the capacity and sustainability of the cultural heritage sector through active partnerships;


the National Museums of Scotland and the National Galleries of Scotland will adopt a greater role in support of the non-national sector, providing advice, expertise and other assistance; 


the Executive will, with the help of key partners, identify existing and planned research and if necessary commission further research on the full economic and social impact of museums;


and the Executive will clarify the future funding of the three industrial museums currently funded directly from the Strategic Change Fund.  





The initiative which will be funded through the refocusing of the Strategic Change Fund which had £1.5m over two years from 2002-4 for the help stabilise the museums sector in Scotland.





The action plan was welcomed by the National Museums of Scotland, National Galleries of Scotland and the Scottish Museums Council (SMC).  However the SMC has said the proposed Action Framework For Museums will be met with great disappointment in the non-national museum sector because it is narrow in scope and not address the single most pressing issue – the need for core funding for core museum functions.  For more details see: www.scottishmuseums.org.uk





The Executive is currently carrying out a wider review of the governance of the cultural sector in Scotland.�
�



DCMS Museums Sponsorship Unit





Wendy Shales has taken over from Mark Brookfield as Deputy Head of Museums and Galleries Sponsorship Unit at the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.�
�
�



Gulbenkian Prize for Museums and Galleries





The submission process for The Gulbenkian Prize for museums and galleries opened on 1 September 2003.  The £100,000 prize, now in its second year, is awarded to one museum or gallery in the UK for the most innovative and inspiring idea – whether it is an exhibition, visual arts project, community project or new exhibition.  The Gulbenkian Prize is open to all registered museums that have opened, redeveloped or launched a new project of activity that has come to fruition in the calendar year to 31 December 2003.   The closing date for entries is 31 October 2003.  Application forms and more information can be found at www.thegulbenkianprize.org.uk





The shortlist of twelve will be announced in January and the winner announced during Museums and Galleries Month in May 2004.�
�



Busiest June Ever For Inbound Tourism





Figures released by the Office of National Statistics reveal that 2.4m people visited Britain in June 2003, making it the busiest June for tourism since records began, and increase of 8% on last June’s figures.  The figures included 1.5m Europeans visits, an increase of 17% on European visits in June 2002 and an increase of 7% on the figure for 2000.  However, visits from North America were down 15% on last June.  Altogether, international visits for the year to date are up 1% on 2002 but the decline in North American visitors means that the total spending by visitors is down 2%.  Full details can be found at: www.statistics.gov.uk/press_release/�currentreleases.asp





VisitScotland’s annual report shows that Scotland’s tourism industry enjoyed a 5% increase in visitor numbers in 2002 and an 8% rise in tourist spending. See www.visitscotland.com for details. 





Meanwhile, research published by VisitBritain confirms that tourism is still Britain’s sixth largest industry, ahead of agriculture, financial services and transport.  The report Employment Generated by Tourism in Britain, found that tourism generates £79bn a year and employes1.8m people.  The report can be downloaded from www.visitbritain.com


�
�



�


Working with VisitBritain 





VisitBritain is keen to work with museums to reach potential overseas and domestic visitors.  As well as providing advice and market intelligence, and international marketing opportunities, Visit Britain has specific opportunities for museums to become involved.  Penny Boraston, Product Manager: Culture, has written to PR Departments at national museums setting out ways in which VisitBritain and national museums can work together.  





VisitBritain produces a number of newsletters that target a variety of audiences.  They are very keen to get information about forthcoming exhibitions and events to include in these publications.  In particular, it is useful to have information about events planned for future years, around which particular promotions might be developed.





VisitBritain is always looking to present Britain’s product to its key audiences in interesting and exciting ways. They are keen to develop new ways to do this, including inviting curators and other museum experts to speak at media events organised by VisitBritain offices overseas.  





For more information please contact; Penny Boraston, 020 8563 3233, penny.boraston@visitbritain.org �
�



DCMS Research Strategy





DCMS has published a Research Strategy, setting out a framework for research and analytical activity over the next three years.  The Strategy outlines the recent progress which DCMS has made in developing its evidence base, and outline the major steps to take this forward from now to 2006.  It can be found at: www.culture.gov.uk/global/publications/�archive_2003/research_stra_03_06.htm





DCMS has also has set up a Research Network to share information about market research within sponsored bodies and NMDC will shortly be setting up a similar group for national museums. For more information about this group, please contact Emily Adams, eadams@iwm.org.uk�
�



DCMS Funding Agreements





The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has published the 2003-06 Funding Agreements of its sponsored museums.  These documents set out the targets each museum aims to meet and the funding that will be provided.  They can be found at: www.culture.gov.uk/global/publications/�archive_2003/default.htm�
�
�



Leonardo Painting Stolen





Leonardo Da Vinci’s Madonna with Yarnwinder was stolen from Drumlanrig Castle in Dumfries and Galloway at around 11.00am on 27 August. The two men entered the castle posing as visitors and overpowered a female member of staff before escaping with the painting.  The Scotsman reported that they presented a knife to the tour guide who had led them to the Madonna.  The painting was part of the Duke of Buccleuch’s £400m art collection and was bought in Italy in the 18th Century by the third Duke of Buccleuch. Insurers have offered a reward for information leading to the return of the painting, which is considered the most important stolen artwork in the UK for decades.





The work painted in 1501, was once thought to have been lost, but since scientific work at the National Galleries of Scotland in 1986 the Duke’s painting is considered to be one of the few Leonardos that can be definitely attributed.





A police spokesperson told BBC News that CCTV system inside the castle shows images of the two men involved in the theft but “they can be seen making efforts to conceal their facial features”.  Outside the castle, footage shows two accomplices waiting in the car outside.  The car was found abandoned in woodland later that same day and police are now searching for a second getaway car, a black BMW.�
�



Madonna of Pinks Export Licence





The Department for Culture, Media and Sport issued the following statement on 22 August regarding the application for export licence for Raphael’s Madonna of the Pinks, which the National Gallery hopes to purchase: 'This is an unusual case and, given the complex issues which remain outstanding, the Minister will not be able to reach a decision as to what constitutes a compensating offer by 27 August. She intends to give the interested parties a proper opportunity to contribute fully in the decision making process, while at the same time making every effort to progress with all possible speed. Once she has decided what amounts to a compensating offer, those concerned will be given a full and fair opportunity to respond to that decision. At that stage, depending on what the Minister's decision is, it may be appropriate to allow a further fixed deferral period before she makes her final decision on whether to grant an export licence.'�
�



�





Moving Here





Moving Here a website exploring the last 200 years of Caribbean, Irish, Jewish and South Asian migration to England was launched on 30 July.  Moving Here makes over 150,000 digitised sources from 30 museums, libraries and archives in the England, available online for the first time.  Visitors can download free scans of original documents and images such as:  


selected Asian and Caribbean ships’ passenger lists, including the SS Empire Windrush, searchable by name


playwright Brendan Behan’s correspondence to the Home Secretary requesting permission to return to England following his IRA conviction


Internees Index: Internees at Liberty in UK – records detailing Jewish refugees granted asylum between 1939 and 1942, searchable by name Interviews with Caribbean RAF pilots from WW2


extensive records, including correspondence from Gandhi, charting the struggle for Indian independence


rare photographs of slaves onboard a ship from 1869


Users can read about the history of migration to England, get guidance on tracing family history, send images as e-postcards and contribute their own migration stories to the website.





Moving Here is funded by the New Opportunities Fund.  The National Archives is the lead partner on Moving Here.  The V&A, National Maritime Museum, Imperial War Museum, British Library, Museum of London were among the 30 museums, libraries and archives were partners in the project.  Moving Here can be found at: www.movinghere.org.uk�
�



Archives in the Digital Age Report





Resource has published a study on the current state of play in the UK in the effective long-term management of digital records, both those ‘born digital’ and those created through digitisation programmes.  The report looks at the legal and regulatory environment in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland, government targets; existing research on managing digital records in the UK and the obstacles to progress.  The aim of the study is to help Resource and the Regional Agencies analyse the specific needs of archives.  The report can be found at: www.resource.gov.uk/documents/id435rep.doc


�
�



For more information about NMDC visit our website: www.nationalmuseums.org.uk�



Archives Awareness Month�
�



September 2003 is the first ever Archive Awareness Month, a month long promotion of celebratory events across the UK and Ireland.  The theme for this year is “Love and Hate.”  Over 450 events are being held throughout the UK and Ireland, with over 200 organisations participating to throw a spotlight on what archives have to offer.  Many NMDC members have organised exhibitions, events and tours of their fantastic archive collections.  Examples include:


�



From the Traverse Theatre to the Demarco Gallery, Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, until 28 Sept 


This display highlighting a vibrant period in Edinburgh’s cultural life and is the first in a planned series of three displays drawn from the Demarco Archive, much of which is now held by the Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art.





Out of the Archives and on to the Screen, Imperial War Museum 15 - 21 Sept.


The Museum cinema will be screening a programme of films that demonstrates the valuable work undertaken to preserve film collections, combined with the showing of some interesting films from the Archive.





King's Regiment Family History Weekend, Museum of Liverpool Life, 6-7 Sept


People are invited to meet the experts with their questions on the King's Regiment and Military Family History. The experts will guide them through both manuscript and digital archive sources.





Opening Up, Natural History Museum, 1-30 Sept


Three exhibitions of items for the Museum’s Archive including ‘Opening Up’, a display of documents, photographs and artefacts reflecting various aspects of museum life, such as staff experience, the Museum at war, collecting and visitors.





Full details of Archives Awareness Month events can be found at: www.aamsept2003.com





Tate Archive Collection Online





Tate has made a selection of unique archive material accessible to everyone with the launch of Tate Archive collection at Tate Online.  The Tate Insight team, which formed in 2000 to digitise the Tate Collection, has created three learning journey around the themes of Bloomsbury Group; Tate History; and the art world of the 1960s and 1970s as seen through the eyes of art critic Barbara Reise.  In addition, the Archive showcase enables online visitors to browse through over 4,000 objects, including rare artefacts, letters and photographs.  The site provides transcriptions for hand-written and audio material and magnifying tools for typed text such as press cuttings.  See 


www.tate.org.uk/archivejourneys�
�
�


Tate: Love and Hate, 1 Aug-30 Nov


A display of items from the Archives illustrating the relationship between Tate, artist and the general public.





Off the Wall: The V&A’s Archives at Blythe House, 5 Sept


Tours of the V&A and Theatre Museum’s diverse and fascinating archive collections and a chance to find out what the Museum collects, how they look after it and how the archives are used.





Moving Stories, British Library, 1 Sept-27 Oct


Secret surveillance records, letters to family and friends and a child’s Christmas card to his benefactor are some of the documents on display from the British Library’s diverse archives telling the personal stories of people who have moved to Britain from another country.  





Nelson, Emma and Fanny, National Maritime Museum, 1-30 Sept 


A display of the recently acquired collection of letters from Lady Nelson to Alexander Davison, with related times on loan to the Museum.





Urban Jungle Museum of London Archaeological Archive, 6 Sept


A chance to explore the botanical history of the greenest city in the world using the archaeological collections of the Museum of London.





National Archives Consultation 





Sarah Tyacke, Chief Executive of the National Archives has launched a public consultation on possible changes to national records and archives legislation.  Following the consultation, the National Archives will produce proposals on records management and archives in the public sector for Ministers to consider.  The closing date for comments is 21 November 2003. The consultation paper can be found at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/�consultation.htm


�
�



The NMDC newsletter is written and compiled by Emily Adams, NMDC Research & Communication Manager.  If you have any comments or would like to contribute to a future edition, please contact eadams@iwm.org.uk





�



Natural History Museum Wins Tourism Award





The Natural History Museum was named Large Visitor Attraction of the year at the London Tourism Awards 2003.  The judges were looking for examples of innovation and improvement work undertake to advance a recovery in tourism.  To win, the Museum had to prove a commitment to enhancing visitors’ experiences.  The Victoria & Albert Museum was also shortlisted for this award.  Apsley House won the best Small Visitor Attraction Award. �
�



Royal Air Force Faberge Egg





Theo Faberge has been inspired to create an Egg design based on the exhibits in the Royal Air Force Museum’s new ‘Milestones of Flight’ exhibition.  Mr Faberge, who served with the Royal Air Force during World War II, visited the museum for his 80th birthday celebrations.  He has generously decided that a substantial part of the price of the limited edition ‘Milestones of Flight’ Egg will go to the Royal Air Force Museum.�
�



Art Deco Exhibition Breaks Records





The V&A’s exhibition Art Deco 1910-39 attracted the largest number of visitors for an exhibition in the Museum’s history. 360,000 people visited the exhibition, which ran from 27th March - 20th July, 2003.  The V&A’s most successful previous exhibition was Art Nouveau in 2000, which attracted 231,000 visitors.  The Art Deco exhibition will tour to Toronto, San Francisco and Boston.�
�



Research Framework for London Archaeology





The Museum of London, English Heritage and the Mayor of London have launched a Research Framework for London Archaeology.  The Framework takes as a starting point the 5,200 excavations documented in the London Archaeological Archive and Research Centre and aims to clearly identify areas of London’s past that could be the focus of future research, posing new questions for investigation by both amateur and professional archaeologists across London. The Framework has been developed by the Museum of London over four years in consultation with more than 120 experts from across the UK and with significant funding from English Heritage.�
�



�


The Art Newspaper





Anna Somers Cocks, who has been editor of The Art Newspaper since the first issue 13 years ago, is moving on to become General Editorial Director of Umberto Allemandi & C and Group Newspapers Editior..  The new editor of The Art Newspaper is Christina Ruiz, who has worked for the paper for the past 8 years.  For more information about The Art Newspaper visit: www.theartnewspaper.com�
�



European Funding 





The Commission has announced the next round of Culture 2000 funding.  Deadlines are 30 October for 1 year projects and 14 November for 2-3 year projects.  Further information is available from EUCLID, the official UK Cultural Contact Point at: www.culture2000.info. The official criteria and application form can be found on the EC’s site at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/culture/eac/�how_particip2000/pract_info/appel_2004_en.html 





EUCLID is holding seminars around the UK during September and October to give advice to cultural sector on accessing EU funding.


For more information visit www.euclid.info/seminars 





EUCLID has also published a Partnership Search Bulletin to help cultural organisations find partners for EU funded projects.  It includes both UK organisations seeking partners in other European countries and European organisations seeking UK partners.  �
�



Review of BBC Online





The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport has appointed Philip Graf, former Chief Executive of Trinity Mirror to conduct a review into BBCi on the internet.  The review will begin with a full consultation and will include an assessment of the impact that BBC Online has had on the Internet market.  It will feed into the forthcoming review of the BBC’s Charter, which expires at the end of 2006.  The closing date for consultation is 17 November 2003.  Further information can be found at: www.culture.gov.uk/�global/consultations/2003+current+consultations/�cons_bbci_review.htm�
�






Victoria & Albert Museum Chair





The Prime Minister has re-appointed Mrs Paula Ridley OBE as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Victoria & Albert Museum with effect from 1 November 2003 for a further period of four years.�
�
�
Wallace Collection Appointments





The Prime Minister has appointed Sir Timothy Clifford, Mr John Ritblat and The Honourable Barbara Thomas as Trustees of the Wallace Collection for a term of four years.  Sir Timothy is Director-General of the National Galleries of Scotland.  Mr Ritblat has been on the Board of the British Library since 1995 and stands down in October 2003.�
�



Centre for Human Bioarchaeology





The Museum of London has appointed Bill White as the Curator of Human Osteology for its new Centre for Human Bioarchaeology opening in September 2003. Containing the largest reference collection of stratified human skeletal remains from a single city anywhere in the world, the Centre aims to set the standard for the excavation, research, curation, display and ethical care of human remains from archaeological excavations.





The Department for Culture, Media and Sport’s Working Group on Human Remains, chaired by Professor Norman Palmer, is expected to report later this year.  More information can be found at: http://www.culture.gov.uk/cultural_property/�wg_+human_remains.htm �
�



Restoration show's £3m boost 





BBC Two's Restoration series, which aims to save a heritage property for the nation, is to get £3m from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for the winning building.  The series, hosted by Griff Rhys Jones, is inviting viewers to vote for their favourite of the 30 shortlisted buildings. The list, which features buildings from across the UK, includes a coffin factory, a lino works and a TB sanatorium.  �
�



Collections, Cultures and Change





The University of Manchester and The Manchester Museum are holding a conference on Collections, Cultures, Change on 7th – 9th November 2003.  The conference is about the intellectual, ethical, political, and practical dimensions of collections and collecting in the contemporary museum. Curators, critics, academics and artists from Britain and overseas will contribute to this interdisciplinary debate, and will explore issues such as, the history and future of the encyclopædic museum; the relationships between museums and source communities and the engagement between artists, collections, and museums.  For more information see: www.art.man.ac.uk/museology/ccc/ccc.htm�
�
�


Royal Scottish Academy Restored





The spectacularly restored and refurbished Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh, opened last month, marking the completion of the first phase of the £29 million Playfair Project, the five-year scheme to restore the RSA and to link it to its sister building, The National Gallery of Scotland.  





The restoration and linking of these two great 19th century landmark buildings, designed by the architect William Henry Playfair, will give Scotland a major gallery space of international standing and will provide both galleries with world-class education and access facilities.





The RSA opened with a major exhibition of Monet’s paintings, Monet: The Seine and the Sea. Vétheuil and Normandy,1878-1883, sponsored by The Royal Bank of Scotland. An international exhibition of this kind would not have been possible without the restoration of the RSA.  The interior of the RSA, virtually untouched since 1910, will be completely renovated and upgraded with the provision of air-conditioning, temperature and humidity controls, filtration and top-class lighting.


 


The second phase of the Project, due for completion in 2005, will house much-needed new visitor facilities in an underground link between the two buildings and a new entrance leading directly from the Princes Street Gardens.�
�






Resource Regional Policy Advisor





Nick Poole has been appointed as Regional Policy Adviser at Resource to ensure delivery of Resource’s regional agenda.  His first tasks will include working the Regional Agencies to develop business planning guidance, devising reporting and monitoring systems, and implement a shared planning framework that its compatible with Resource’s strategic direction.  Nick takes over the role from his former post as ICT Advisor at Resource.�
�



Imperial War Museum Changes





Mark Whitmore has been appointed Director of Collections at the Imperial War Museum.  Mark has been an Assistant Director and Branch Head of the National Collection at the Australian War Memorial since 1995.  Mark replaces Jane Carmichael who moved to the National Museums of Scotland earlier this year.  Shirley Collier, Head of the Collections Management Department, has been appointed as Deputy Director of Collections at the IWM.�
�



�
International Issues�
�
�
�
Enola Gay on Display





The Smithsonian Institute has unveiled the World War II bomber, Enola Gay – in one piece for the first time since 1960.  The plane which dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945 has been surrounded by controversy.  It was given to the Smithsonian in 1949 and displayed outside at various places before being dismantled for storage in 1960.  The Smithsonian’s plans to exhibit the Enola Gay in the 1990s brought considerable criticism and the exhibit was scrapped and replaced with a display of the plane fuselage.  The Washington Post reports that the aeroplane has been meticulously restored involving over 300,000 hours of work and will be one of the main attractions at the National Air and Space Museum’s new facility in Virginia.  The plane will be displayed along with other notable WWII artefacts.  The Museum’s Director, Jack Dailey, told The Washington Post that the museum didn’t anticipate any protests, saying “We are proud of what we have done with this aircraft. We are displaying it in all of its glory as a magnificent technological achievement.”�
�



Report on Periods of Closure





The Italian Ministry of Culture has published research conducted in preparation for the forthcoming renovation of the Egyptian Museum in Turin, looking at how museums around the world have coped with temporary closure.  Construction work on Turin’s Egyptian Museum will last for several years.  The report Close(d) to Meet You looks at communication and marketing strategies used by other museums during periods of closure.  It includes case studies on the different approaches taken by the Louvre and Centre Pompidou in Paris, MoMA in New York, the Hermitage in St Petersburg, the Swiss National Museum and the Asian Art Museum in San Francisco. 





It has been published in English and can be found at: www.beniculturali.it/�default.asp?versione=Inglese&from=1�
�



Contact details for the NMDC Secretariat: 





Sean Bullick, Secretary, 


tel: 020 7416 5202, email: sbullick@iwm.org.uk


Emily Adams, Research & Communication Manager, tel: 020 7416 5208, eadams@iwm.org


Alex Baker, Administrative Assistant, 


tel: 020 7416 5203, email: abaker@iwm.org.uk


�


1,000 Items Missing from Air Force Museum





An audit of the US Air Force Museum, at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio, found that 1,000 artefacts were reported missing – from NASA and Wright brothers technology to a variety of military weapons.  The Museum is world's oldest and largest military aviation museum, with 2 million visitors a year.  





The Chicago Sun Times reports that the Audit concluded personnel "did not always effectively manage museum property," and cited former chief of collections, Scott Ferguson, as the person most responsible for the missing items.  Ferguson is under indictment in U.S. District Court, charged with selling an armoured vehicle in 1999, allegedly with knowledge it had been stolen from the museum in 1996. 





Dayton Daily News reported last week that the U.S. Air Force has formed a blue-ribbon panel to review practices at the U.S. Air Force Museum.�
�



Forthcoming Meetings�
�



PR Group


12noon, Fri 5 Sept, The National Archives





Learning & Access Committee


2.00pm, Mon 8 Sept, Imperial War Museum





Creativity Group


4.00pm, Mon 8 Sept, Science Museum





NMDC Executive Committee


11.00am, Thurs 11 Sept, Imperial War Museum





Human Resources Forum


11.00am, Fri 26 Sept, National Museums Liverpool





Spoliation Working Group


4.30pm, Tues 30 Sept, Tate Britain





Restitution Group


3.30pm Fri 10 Oct, Tate Britain





National Museum Directors Conference


10.30 for 11am, Fri 28 Nov, Imperial War Museum





National Museum Managers Consortium


10.30 for 11am, Fri 5 Dec, Royal Air Force Museum
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